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Some 15,000 VFW 
and Ladies Auxiliary 
members take partin 
the VA Voluntary Serv- 
ice program in the 
agency’s facilities 
throughout the coun- 
try. They are part of 
the network of 85,000 
VA volunteers who 
contribute 12.5 mil- 
lion hours of regularly 
scheduled volunteer 
time each year. Last 
November, VAVS mark- 
ed its 40th anniver- 
sary in Washington 
with programs related 
to the future of veter- 
ans’ care and honors 
to the organizations 
and individuals who 
take part. A VFW- 
sponsored youth vol- 
unteer from Bay 
Pines, Fla., was cho- 
sen for the $3,000 
Parke award for his 
3,000 hours of serv- 
ice. The VFW, Auxil- 
iary, MOC and MOCA 
were honored for 
their work. The VFW 
has been active in 
VAVS since its in- 
ception in 1946. 
Photo is by Tal Wil- 
son. 
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the governor. 
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Norman G. Staab 
VFEW Commander-in-Chief 


he Veterans Administration 
needs 9,200 nurses, but the na- 
tionwide nursing shortage is having 
serious consequences for the agency. 

Illustrative of the dimensions of 
the problem is a recent wire service 
story from North Carolina that a 
community hospital is offering a 
$500 reward to any employee who 
recommends a registered nurse the 
hospital can hire on a fulltime basis. 

According to the American Nurses 
Association (ANA), based in Kansas 
City only a few blocks from VFW 
National Headquarters, a study 
made two months ago by the Ameri- 
can Hospital Association showed 
that 87% of its member hospitals 
reported a shortage of nurses. In 
addition, ANA said that enrollment 
in nursing schools is now down 9%, 
compared with 1985 figures. Com- 
plicating the problem are wider op- 
portunities for women in all types of 
work, although many men are now 
entering the nursing field, and new 
areas of health care are attracting 
women who in an earlier era would 
have become nurses. 

Although Americans now gener- 
ally are healthier than ever before, 
and the percentage of older persons 
is increasing, Americans tend to 
suffer from more serious illnesses 
when they do need hospital care. 

Accompanying this are an appar- 


ent vast expansion in the number of 
intensive care beds and an increase 
in burnout among specialty nurses. 

So now the VA has to compete 
with the private sector for the ever- 
shrinking number of nurses. 

The VFW was under the impres- 
sion that PL 96-330, enacted in 1980, 
had provided the means for a long- 
term solution to the problem, but it 
is evident that PL 96-330 did not. 

The law recognized that a nation- 
wide nursing shortage in the late 
1970s was reaching the critical 
point, and mandated a pilot pro- 
gram and study of VA recruitment 
and retention of nurses — regis- 
tered, licensed practical or voca- 
tional, and nursing assistants. 

Three core areas were found: too 
few to do the job, lack of tuition 
reimbursement to upgrade skills and 
inadequate support services to ena- 
ble the nurse to concentrate on the 
patient. 

The current shortage began on 
the West Coast, particularly Cali- 
fornia, spread to Midwestern urban 
areas, jumped to the East Coast and 
is now appearing in the South. 
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National Nurse Shortage Harms VA 


Last November when the VFW 
pointed out the seriousness of the 


Last November when 
the VFW pointed out 
the seriousness of the 
situation in California, 
senior officials in the 
Chief Medical Direc- 
tor’s Office seemed 
surprised. This reac- 
tion was unusual 

since VFW Field 
Representatives had 
reported the condition 
to authorities in the VA 
Central Office. 

situation in California, senior offi- 
cials in the Chief Medical Director's 


Office seemed surprised. This reac- 
tion was unusual since VFW Field 


continued on page 8 


Commander-in-Chiet Norman G. Staab was the principal speaker at the 100th anniversary 
of the Statue of Liberty last October. In the center is Adjutant Gen. Howard Vander Clute, Jr. 
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Don Liston, a disabled Vietnam veteran and 
former prisoner of war, poses with an ante- 
lope he shot in Montana as the guest of 
Doonan Gulch Outfitters. He won the trip, 
paid for by Electric Mobility Corp. and Veter- 
an’s Village, in a drawing sponsored by VFW 
Magazine. Liston is a member of Post 1433, 
Glendale, Ariz. 


Salute to Hospitalized Veterans Set 
The VA is encouraging citizens na- 
tionwide to participate in the Na- 
tional Salute to Hospitalized Vet- 
erans during the week beginning 
Feb. 9. 

Inviting individuals and groups to 
visit patients in VA medical facili- 
ties, VA Administrator Thomas K. 
Turnage said, “These men and wom- 
en who have sacrificed so much in 
the defense of our country deserve 
to receive the personal appreciation 
of their fellow citizens.” 

First Lady Nancy Reagan is serv- 
ing as honorary patron of the annual 
observance. Ernest Borgnine, a 
World War II veteran, is chairman of 
the weeklong program. Borgnine 
served in the U.S. Navy from 1935 to 
1945. 


THIS 


Organizations and individuals in- 
terested in demonstrating their grat- 
itude and respect for hospitalized 
veterans can call or visit the nearest 
VA medical facility. 

The VA operates the nation’s larg- 
est health care system. More than 
1.3 million veterans are treated an- 
nually in VA medical centers. The 
system includes 172 medical cen- 
ters, 228 outpatient clinics, 116 nurs- 
ing homes and 16 domiciliaries. 


VFW ‘Notch’ Position 

In response to many inquiries from 
VFW members regarding the organ- 
ization’s position on the Social Secu- 
rity “notch,” the text of Resolution 
315 adopted by delegates to the 
87th National Convention follows: 


Notch Babies 
Social Security Discrimination 


WHEREAS, over 14 million people 
nationwide are being deprived of up 
to $180 a month in Social Security 
payments because they were born 
between 1917-1921; and 

WHEREAS, these years are a gap 
or “Notch” in the Social Security elig- 
ibility calendar created in 1977 by 
Congressional action to save the 
system from bankruptcy; and 

WHEREAS, those persons born in 
the five years, 1917-1921, period 
were admittedly discriminated 
against in the formula; now, there- 
fore 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the 87th 
National Convention of the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars of the United States, 
that we support legislation to cor- 
rect this injustice done to those 
Americans born between 1917-1921; 
and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that 
we call on Congress to act imme- 
diately to correct this regrettable 
mistake. 

This was the second consecutive 
year in which delegates acted on 
this problem, although in neither 
year was any specific bill before 
Congress cited for support. 
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Tahoe’s Kill 
Although the USS Ward (December) 
fired the first shot and sank the first 
Japanese warship, its action was, 
technically, before we entered WWII. 
The first American surface ship to 
sink a Japanese warship, a subma- 
rine, after war was declared was the 
Tahoe, a merchant marine garbage 
scow, on Dec. 12, 1941, nine miles 
southwest of the Faralon Islands, 
Capt. William Vartnaw commanding. 

When the periscope appeared 
dead ahead and coming out of the 
sea, the conning tower was clearly 
Japanese. The Tahoe was just a 
scow, a converted wooden schooner. 
The captain held his course to ram 
and came down hard on the sub. A 
violent wrenching under the keel 
and bubbles with an oil slick told the 
story. Twelve crew members witness- 
ed the event. 

However, the commandant of the 
12th Naval District would not credit 


club house. 


Are By Far The Lowest in Florida: 


COMPLETE 


Over 600 sold in two years, and we’re almost all sold out. You can still own a 
One, Two or Three Bedroom (2 Bath) Waterfront Home on Florida’s fabulous 

Suncoast where you'll find the best climate, beaches, recreation, shopping and 
entertainment all year long! And an active VFW Post. This is your place to live. 


We call this dignified community LAKESHORE VILLAGE because 80% of the 
homes are on three beautiful lakes with parks, swimming pools and a fabulous 


Home for Home, Size for Size, Quality for Quality, 
Location for Location, Our No-Nonsense Prices 


$36,990 to $66,990 | 


Including Dishwasher, Wall to Wall Carpeting, Air Conditioning/Heat, 
Range, Disposal Unit, Storage Space, Screened-in Terrace and 
many other luxury features. V.A. approved plans and specs. V.A. 
no-down-payment 30 year 9% fixed low-rate mortgages. 


Telephones (call collect): 
Florida (305)2460200 « NewYork (212) 8388723 


CALL 


the kill. After all, the Tahoe was just 
a scow, and not even a warship of 
the U.S. Navy. How would that look 
in history? 

But, the Oakland Scavenger Co. 
collected $2,000 insurance for dam- 
ages to 75 feet of hull. — PPC Ray 
Konrad, Post 6896, 8977 Linville, 
Livonia, Mich. 48150. 


Capt. Williams’s article about the 
USS Ward (DD-139) was fine read- 
ing. It intertwined with your cover 
theme of memories. 

After serving aboard the USS 
Aaron Ward (DD-483) (no relation), 
which was sunk at Guadalcanal by 
bombing, it rekindled fond memo- 
ries. The crew’s picture reminds us 
of how we looked and of our youth. 
If muster were held today, 
one wonders how many of these fro- 


zen in the mind faces would answer 
roll call. The Aaron Ward’s last en- 
counter was President Kennedy’s 
first. He witnessed it from an LST. 
Our adolescent years were spent 
adding to our memory bank, when 
normally they're spent on street 
corners or local events. The war 
years did enrich our memories; they 
are grist for the windmills of the 
mind, and treasures that shall have 
no heirs. — John Bodrog, 714 Broad 
St., Florence, N.J. 08518. 


Letters should be of no more than 100 
words and deal with only one subject. Edit- 
pace, clarity and good taste may be 
ry. Published letters include the 
s name and address to enable 
readers to reply directly. Anonymous mail 
is not considered for publication. Space 
limitations preclude use of all the letters 
received. 


Send for your 


| Please send me immediately a free color brochure 
| on Lakeshore Village. 


\WLAKESIK 
\ TILLAGE 

Homestead 
Key Largo 
Marathon 


" 


| My phone No. is ( 


NAME. - 
please print 
| ADDRESS. 
| CITY. STATE. ZIP. 
| I plan to visit Florida on: 


area code 


) 


number 


I 
| Veterans Village Inc. VF22 | 
ring O. Box 1079, Homestead, Florida 33090 (Feb) | 
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HONORING THE 200th ANNIVERSARY 


iox U.S. Constitution Commemorative 


EDITION 
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To celebrate the 200th anniversary of the 


to everyone who responds to this publicity ad, we 
FIRREE wii'seta an erscesepicn creas baby ad 
tution on orginal parchment lke paper. This document 

isa duplicate of the original created 200 years ago that 

is housed in this country’s national archives. It is 
yours free even if you decide not to keep your knife 


tion of the greatest d it ‘oduced i 
Gamtonto Gowetetenionanitieryot Unbelievable 


its le, the giant New York publicity 

of the Direct Connection will distribute a limited 

edition of the famous U.S Constitution 

Commemorative Knife for the astonishing 

“celebration price” of only $5 each. 

This ad must accompany your request. Copies 
or photostats are not acceptable 

These are genuine limited edition U.S. 

Constitution Commemorative Knives layered 

in pare aa and hand-set with a genuine 

nat cut .25 point diamond. A true collector’s 

edition—at the end of the anniversary the 

dies will be destroyed and the edition c! 

forever. Each knife is engraved with its own 


There is a limit of two knives per 
address at this price, but requests 
which are mailed within 21 days of 
the date of this publication may 
receive up to five. 

To obtain your Commemorative Diamond 
Knife, mail this original publicity ad 
together with your name and address and 
$5 for each knife to: THE DIRECT 
CONNECTION, Dept. 2113, 37 W. 26th St. 
New York, NY 10010. Please add $2 shipping 
and handling no matter how many knives you 


serial number. 


ATTENTION COLLECTORS: to acquire the 
coveted low serial numbers, you cit alg 
‘st- 


quickly as orders are processed on a 
come, first-served basis. 


a A SY 
| 


Representatives had reported the 
condition to authorities in the VA 
Central Office. A VFW report on a 
November, 1985, visit to a large VA 
medical center recommended that 
the VA Central Office “stretch the 
budget wherever feasible, to allow 
the medical center to compete for 
personnel.” In a March, 1986, report, 
it was suggested that “some incen- 
tive offering appears to be essential” 
— in other words, pay more money. 

A VFW report of last June found 
that recruitment and retention 
“problems have resulted from the 
heavy workload at this station, no 
tuition reimbursement, lack of an 
educational funding program, park- 
ing and the heavy concentration of 
community hospitals in the area.” 

Thus, the same three core areas of 
dissatisfation noted in the 1970s 
still exist. 


Constitution Commemorative 


PO. 1 


continued from page 4 


To exacerbate the problem, the 
Nursing Scholarship Program auth- 
orized by PL 96-330 and subsequent 
legislation was allowed to lapse be- 
cause no additional funding was 
requested. 

The VA had the means to attempt 
a longterm solution, but opted ap- 
parently for a quick fix after carry- 
ing out the studies required by PL 
96-330 in 1980, The VFW assumes 
that as soon as the situation im- 
proved, the VA eased up and began 
pinching pennies. Thus, innovative 
programs to keep nurses from leav- 
ing the agency died. 

Apparently, the qu’ck fix is back. 

An urgent Special Salary Rate 
Request Review Process has been 
launched, and the VFW has been 
assured that action is being taken in 
areas where the VA is losing nurses 
and running futile help-wanted ads. 


are requesting. Allow up to 60 days for shipment. 
ACQUISITION GUARANTEED 

Should you wish to sell or redeem your U.S. 

ife, we will buy 

it back from you for the full price you paid. 


For the longterm to prevent cycli- 
cal shortages, the VA has launched a 
Survey of Health Occupational Staff 
that will assess recruitment and 
retention trends among several VA 
health occupations. 

It is the VFW opinion that this 
may be too late, but in any event, 
this organization will watch closely 
to assure that this study is carried 
out properly. 

The VA has shown initiative in the 
past, as in the case of Puerto Rico 
where nurses were recruited and 
where there was an excess of them. 
They were brought to VA facilities in 
California. It is hoped that such 
ideas are being considered now. 

Meanwhile, beds are disappearing 
from the system, and the VFW is told 
that wards are not being closed but 
that selected beds are merely being 
taken out of service. | 
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WASHINGTON WIRE 


LEGISLATIVE 


House and Senate Have New Leaders: Jim 
Wright, the new Speaker of the U.S. House of Repre- 
sentatives, was first elected to Congress at 31. The 
Texan is now serving his 17th consecutive term and 
authored major foreign affairs, economic develop- 
ment, water conservation, education and energy leg- 
islation. He has been a leading force in Congress for 
the creation of a major synthetic fuels capability and 
reestablishment of American energy independence. 
Elected majority leader in a close contest with three 
others in 1976, Wright since then has been reelected 
unanimously four times to this No. 2 post in the 
House. 

Wright was born in Fort Worth, the city he 
represents in Congress today. He finished public 
school in ten years and was on his way toward 
wrapping up college in three years when Pearl Har- 
bor was attacked. Enlisting in the Army Air Corps, 
Wright received his pilot's wings and commission at 
19. He flew combat missions in the South Pacific and 
holds the Distinguished Flying Cross and the Legion 
of Merit. 

At war’s end, Wright was elected to the Texas 
Legislature at 23. He became the youngest mayor in 
Texas when voters chose him at 26 to head the city 
government in Weatherford, his boyhood home. 

As evidence of the esteem in which he is held by 
the people of Texas’s 12th District, Wright was 
unopposed in either primaries or general elections 
for ten years beginning in 1964. Then, challenged in 
the 1974 general election by an extremely well- 
financed opponent, Wright received 79% of the vote 
and carried every one of the 123 precincts in his 
district by a wide margin. His victories since then 
have been similarly impressive. In a confidential 
survey conducted by U.S. News and World Report in 
1980, each member of the House was asked to choose 
the most respected member of the body and the most 
persuasive debater. Wright won in both categories. 

Robert Byrd, the new Senate majority leader, 
was born in 1917 in North Wilkesboro, N.C. Byrd was 
orphaned by the widespread influenza epidemic that 
struck down millions in the wake of World War I. 
Taken to West Virginia at three by his aunt and uncle 
tobe reared as their own, the future senator grew up 
in various communities in the bituminous coal 
fields. He was graduated as valedictorian of his high 
school class in the depth of the Depression of the 

1930s. 

Unable then to afford college, Byrd worked pump- 
ing gas at a service station, sold produce and then 
became a meat cutter. 

One skill he learned well was welding, an essen- 
tial demand in World War II. Byrd worked during the 
war years building Liberty and Victory ships in the 


construction yards of Baltimore and Tampa. 

At war’s end, Byrd returned to West Virginia and 
in 1946 made his first run for political office. He was 
elected to the West Virginia House of Delegates. After 
two terms, he was elected to the West Virginia 
Senate, then to the U.S. House of Representatives for 
three terms, and finally, in 1958, to the U.S. Senate, 
where he has represented West Virginia continu- 
ously ever since. His winning margins in statewide 
elections set records. He has served longer in the 
Senate than anyone else in West Virginia's history. 

In addition to fulfilling his Senate responsibili- 
ties, he earned his law degree from American Uni- 
versity in Washington in 1963 after ten years of 
night school. This was the first time that a senator 
accomplished that feat while in office. 

In 1967, Sen. Byrd became part of the Senate 
leadership when he was elected by his party col- 
leagues as secretary of the Demoractic Conference. 
In 1971, he was chosen Senate Democratic Whip, and 
in 1977, Senate Democratic Leader, an honor Demo- 
cratic senators have bestowed on him four consecu- 
tive times since. During his career, Sen. Byrd has 
supported a strong and practical national defense, as 
well as wise national energy policies for the country 
that emphasize the effective development and use of 
oil, gas and coal reserves, based on balanced envir- 
onmental policies. He also has advocated efforts to 
revitalize American indutry, capture more overseas 
markets for American products, create more jobs for 
American workers and rebuild America’s highways, 
bridges, railroads and factories. In addition, he has 
fought long to strengthen Social Security and has 
supported Medicare and other programs for older 
Americans, as well as general programs to help 
states provide health services and stimulate more 
jobs. 


Social Security Numbers for Children: The 
Tax Reform Act of 1986 (section 1524) requires tax- 
payers to show a Social Security number for each 
dependent 5 and over whom they claim for tax pur- 
poses beginning with returns filed in 1988 and later. 
The provision is designed to reduce tax evasion in 
case both parents filing separate returns claim the 
dependent for tax purposes. This is a growing area of 
revenue loss, Internal Revenue Service officials say. 

Because of the possibility the huge volume of 
applications may create bottlenecks in Social Secur- 
ity offices, schools and community organizations are 
being asked to assist in taking applications for Social 
Security numbers. The Social Security office will 
provide more detailed information on the nearest 
place for applying for a Social Security number in the 
near future. 
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WASHINGTON WIRE 


SERVICE 


Beneficiary Travel: Reimbursement for travel 
expenses to and from a VA medical center or other 
medical facility has been a virtual entitlement for 
many years for service connected veterans and those 
non-service connected veterans who receive VA pen- 
sions who both need and request it. It was available 
also to low income non-service connected veterans. 

This travel reimbursement or beneficiary travel 
is not mandated by Congress. Rather, the VA Admin- 
istrator may make such payment under current law. 

Office of Management and Budget (OMB) has 
targeted beneficiary travel for extinction. It founda 
not too unwilling but junior partner in the Veterans 
Administration. 

OMB opened the first round by confronting the 
VA with a $100 million cut in funds needed to sup- 
port beneficiary travel. Faced with having to con- 
tinue funding it out of its own hide from direct health 
care monies, the VA began to churn out scenarios to 
reduce it. 

The VFW recognized the plan and approved 
Resolution 619 at the 87th National Convention last 
August. It called for complete restoration of benefi- 
ciary travel funding. This is now a VFW national 
mandate and is on record as such with the proper 
governmental and Congressional authorities. 

The VA’s plan for the future of beneficiary travel 
‘was recently published in the Federal Register for 
comment by interested parties. Its proposal is the 
same as the virtual elimination of the program 
except to those requiring medically indicated special- 
ized means of transportation. This sweeping pro- 
posed change would be a barrier to many veteran 
patients who depend on travel reimbursement for 
access to medical care. 

All of these VFW objections have been relayed to 
the VA Administrator. 


SECURITY 


Defense Department Reorganization: Late last 
November, the Goldwater-Nichols Department of 
Defense Reorganization Act went into effect. Named 
after the retiring chairman ofthe Senate Armed Ser- 
vices Committee, Barry Goldwater, and Rep. Bill 
Nichols who steered the bill through the House, the 
Reorganization Act fulfills a long term VFW mandate 
to strengthen the military voice in the Pentagon. The 
new law also responds 30 years later to the goals 
Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower outlined for the new 
Defense Department in 1947. 

Bill’s heart is the increased authority given 
those in uniform who operate in the joint arena such 
as the Joint Chiefs of Staff and therefore have a 
vested interest in promoting unified interests rather 
than just the interests of their individual services. 


The bill does this by conferring added authority 
at three points. 

The JCS chairman now becomes the senior man 
in uniform in substance as well as in theory. Pre- 
viously, it was leadership by committee. The new act 
designates the chairman, not the committee, as the 
principal military adviser to the President and De- 
fense Secretary. The act gives the chairman the 
responsibility for developing strategic and contin- 
gency plans and budget proposals. In the past the 
services wrote the plans and budgets after logrolling 
that led to lowest common denominator positions. 
To carry out his duties, the chairman would, for the 
first time, gain authority over the Joint Staff. To date 
it has been directed by the corporate body of the JCS 
(all of the service chiefs). Gen. David Jones, the 
former chairman who kicked off the reorganization 
when he complained the system was not working, 
once commented that as chairman he commanded 
little more than his secretary and personal aide. The 
chairman is not given dictatorial authority. Final 
decisions rest constitutionally with the commander- 
in-chief, who is the President. The act guarantees 
each member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff access to the 
President to make known any disagreements with 
the chairman’s advice. 

The National Security Act of 1947 led to the crea- 
tion of a series of commands that would actually 
fight any future war. The services were to recruit, 
train and arm troops, turn them over to the com- 
manders-in-chief of the unified commands who would 
direct the operations of personnel ofall the services. 
Service interests prevented the commanders-in-chief 
from getting adequate authority. The new act gives 
the unified commander veto power over his subordi- 
nates for the first time. 

In the past, officers detailed to joint duty were 
subject to pressures from their services to conform 
to service policy. The act creates a group of joint 
specialist officers whose primary duty will be joint 
operations. To protect their promotions, boards con- 
sidering these officers must include at least one 
officer with a joint specialty and named by the JCS 
chairman, who will review all the promotion board 
actions involving joint officers so that he can inter- 
vene if he feels a service is seeking to punish a joint 
specialty officer. 

Perhaps the most controversial item in the 
House version of the bill was the Hopkins amend- 
ment. It repealed the Navy’s independent operating 
authority. Current law gives the Navy authority over 
naval reconnaissance, anti-submarine warfare and 
protection of shipping, a provision the Navy could 
use to argue that units engaged in those activities 
should not come under a unified :command, which 
would undermine the goals of the act. 


12 VFW: FEBRUARY 1987 


Life Membership: 
Still the Bargain of a Lifetime 


Past Commander-in-Chief Ray Bran- 
naman is credited with starting Life 
Membership, and he received Life Mem- 
ber Card No 1. Starting with 86 in 
1951, now a fourth of VFW 

members are on the Life Membership 
roll. “It benefits the individual 
member, the Post, the Department 
and the National Organization,” 
says Commander-in-Chief Norman G. 
Staab, whose own Post has long 
stressed it in recruiting members. 


Commander-in-Chief Ray Brannaman, 1948-49, 
the “father of VFW Life Membership.” s — 


— 


hen delegates to the 51st Na- 

tional VFW Encampment, as 
Conventions were called then, met 
in Chicago, the Korean War had 
entered its second month, and 
American and South Korean troops 
were barely hanging on to the tiny 
Pusan perimeter. The picture was 
bleak. 

Gen. Douglas MacArthur had sent 
the National Encampment a mes- 
sage implying criticism of the Tru- 
man Administration, and he had 
been ordered to withdraw it. 

Therefore, then Commander-in- 
Chief Clyde Lewis did not read it to 
the delegates, but the cat was out of 
the bag anyway. Its text appeared in 
a weekly newsmagazine to the con- 
sternation of official Washington. 

On top of that, Strom Thurmond, 
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then governor of South Carolina 
and 1948 States’ Rights candidate 
for president, delivered a caustic 
speech that several delegates critic- 
ized on the floor as political. 

Amid all the headline-grabbing 
turmoil of that week, a National By- 
Law change was adopted that would 
have implications for the VFW far 
more lasting than the passions 
aroused by the MacArthur and Thur- 
mond speeches. 

Three proposed amendments to 
the By-Laws had been introduced to 
establish a Life Membership pro- 
gram, one by the Department of 
Washington, one by the Department 
of Wisconsin and one by Past Com- 
mander-in-Chief Ray A. Brannaman. 

The By-Laws committee recom- 
mended adoption of Brannaman’s, 


the delegates agreed, and the organ- 
ization was on its way toward its 
“bargain of a lifetime.” 

The new By-Law Section 111 es- 
tablished a $50 fee for members 
born before Jan. 1, 1902, and $100 
for members born after that date. 
The first provision covered eligible 
veterans of the Spanish-American 
War, the Philippine Insurrection, the 
Boxer Rebellion and various other 
campaigns. 

The second applied to all other 
veterans — largely World Wars I and 
II, newly-obligated Korean War veter- 
ans and those who served in several 
inter-war campaigns. 

When the new By-Law went into 
effect in October, Past Commander- 
in-Chief Brannaman received Life 
Membership Card No. 1, and by the 
time the 1951 National Encampment 
rolled around, 86 members had be- 
come Life Members. 

In the coming years, Brannaman 
would travel widely, spreading the 
Life Membership gospel. 

In the intervening 35 years, Life 
Membership has risen from the orig- 
inal 86 to the current 527,000. The 
total is expected to leap forward 
with the adoption of a By-Law 
change at the 87th National Con- 
vention enabling an eligible veteran 
who has never belonged to the VFW 
to become a Life Member without 
first being a member in good stand- 
ing and to pay by credit card. 

According to figures supplied by 
the Quartermaster General's office 
at National Headquarters, $68 mil- 
lion was in the Life Member Trust 
Fund as of last Nov. 30. In the 35 
years of the program, Life Member 
fees have earned $47 million for the 
organization in interest income. In 
those 3% decades, $46 million has 
been paid out to Posts, Departments 
and National Headquarters. 

At the end of November, Califor- 
nia led in Life Membership with 
36,985. The next four highest were 
Ohio, 33,396; Michigan, 30,839; Penn- 
sylvania, 30,627, and New York, 
30,199. 

So even if adoption of the By-Law 


continued on page 16 
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Members save 10% on SuperEurope 


Sail QE2 
one way, 
fly Concorde 


the 


From April through December, sail 
superliner QE2 one way—fly super- 
sonic the other way, on a specially 
reserved British Airways Concorde 
between London and New York, 
Miami or Washington, D.C. Just 
$799 extra per person—about 70 
percent off! 
QE2, 
Tomorrow’s 
Superliner 
Today.™ 
After a six- 
month, $130- 
million trans- 
formation, QE2 
returns with an all-new Sports 
Centre; lavishly redone restaurants, 
nightclubs and ballrooms; an 
arcade of international luxury bou- 
tiques; an expanded IBM Personal 
Computer Centre and a new Busi- 
ness Centre for executives. With all 
this and more—a complete casino, 
disco under the Magrodome and 
free access to the famed “Golden 


QE2 from 
Europe: 
April 29 


May 17 
July 26 
Aug. 23 
Sept. 27 


Door Spa at Sea”® with gym, saunas, 
pools and Jacuzzi® Whirlpool 
Baths—QE2 is truly Tomorrows 
Superliner Today.™ 
Low-cost Concorde, 
no-cost economy fare, 
member’s discount! 
Sail five glorious days and nights; 


other. 


from just $1,250. Fly Concorde for 
just $799 extra per person. Or 
accept a free British gy” 
Airways economy 

ticket between 


gs 
: “London and 
your hometown. And 
remember, you and your family 
deduct a 10-percent members dis- 
count! 

For reservations and information, 
call Mr. Les Kertes toll-free at 800- 
645-2120. In New York, call collect: 
(516) 466-0335. 


Rate per person, double occupancy, dependent on 
availability and departure date; taxes extra. Free BA 
economy ticket based on rates as of 9/30/86; 
length-of-stay restrictions apply. Cunard reserves 
right to cancel Concorde without notice. QE2 regis: 
tered in Great Britain. 
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was overshadowed by the spectacu- 
lar events of the 51st National En- 
campment, the impact on the organ- 
ization was immense. 

Significant also was the increase 
in active, or still living, Life Members 
from the 1982 total of 388,015 to 
430,409 in 1983. Reason for this was 


‘61 69 62 65 
105,925 
45,615 
23,131 
o— 9113 


inclusion of a Life Membership ap- 
plication with the dues notice for 
the first time. 

Two years ago, the VFW exceeded 
the half-million mark in Life Mem- 
bership when 1985's active total 
reached 500,002, although the gross 
total of 539,816 had been achieved 
in 1984, but this figure includes 
those who died since the program’s 
establishment. 

For the VFW in 1950-51, Life Mem- 
bership was seen, and still is, as one 
way of retaining those who already 
had joined. Attrition had set in in 
1950 after the large membership 
gains that had been made in the 
immediate post-World War II years. 
Settling down, raising families, find- 
ing jobs took precedence for many 
veterans over VFW membership. 
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Membership had shot up to nearly 
1.6 million in 1946, but by 1950 it 
had fallen to 1.1 million, and it 
would not be until the late 1950s 
that the trend would be reversed. 

Starting with 86 at its inception, 
the Life Membership program climb- 
ed slowly, even during the years of 


$27,000 LIFE MEMBERS 


500,002 
430,409 
340,659 
70 ‘83 
j 


either a slight loss as in 1950 or a 
slight gain in overall membership. 

By 1952, the Life Member total 
had reached 741, and in 1959, it had 
climbed to 9,113. Of course in those 
early years, with the lower fee, older 
veterans predominated. Nearly 
4,000, however, were World War II 
and Korean War veterans. 

One major factor in the growth 
was the appointment in 1957 of the 
National Committee to Promote Life 
Membership, with Brannaman as 
chairman. 

In his 1959 report to the National 
Convention in Los Angeles, he de- 
plored the fact that approximately 
70% of the Posts had no Life Mem- 
bers, though the total was 9,113. 


continued on page 18 
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Although Brannaman did not give 
the figures, he announced that Cali- 
fornialed Departments in Life Mem- 
bership, followed closely by Ohio. 
Eighteen others were listed. Posters 
 eptie Life Membership had 

een distributed throughout the or- 
ganization, and Life Members were 
urged by mail to recruit others. 

Atime-payment plan for the “bar- 
gain of a lifetime” adopted at the 
1959 National Convention was cre- 
dited with increasing the total to 
13,298 when the 1960 National Con- 
vention opened. 

Commander-in-Chief Robert E. 
Hansen made Life Membership a 
part of the overall VFW membership 
program in 1962, and Brannaman 
reported 23,131 Life Members at the 
end of that May. This represented a 
gain of 5,408. In 1961, the Perpetual 
Charter program was established to 
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honor any Post with 25 or more Life 
Members since 25 are required to 
form a Post. By Convention time, 
201 Posts had received Perpetual 
Charters. 

Brannaman attributed part ofthat 
year’s success to the appointment of 
Chris C. Herrman, of Post 3147, 
LaCrosse, Kans., as vice chairman of 
the Committee to Promote Life Mem- 
bership. 

Herrman’s home Post, which is 
also that of Past Commander-in- 
Chief John Stang, led the organiza- 
tion in Life Membership at least for 
two years, according to Quarter- 
master General records. In 1962, it 
had 125, followed by Post 2000 in 
New York, which reported 124. In 
that same year, Post 112 in Wichita, 
Kans., had 106, giving it a place 
among the top ten. Three years 
later, Post 3147’s total of 182 put it 


at the peak. 

Recalling those years, Herrman, 
Kansas Department Commander in 
1958-59, said, “Ray Brannaman in- 
stilled in me the need for a strong 
Life Member program when I was 
Department Commander.” 

Life Memberhsip, he said, was one 
of the major factors in his successful 
year as Department Commander, 
climaxed by his achieving All Amer- 
ican status. 

“Ray Brannaman was a common 
man, and he knew how to appeal to 
the members,” Herrman said. “I 
remember how he would so often 
remind the whole membership of 
how important it was for the VFW to 
grow and grow in strength if we 
wanted any action in Washington. 
And it still is. 

“But on Life Membership, over 
and over, he would stress the fact 


Get into your own business with NRI at-home training 
in Air Conditioning, Refrigeration and Heating. 


Now NRI’s home study course 
includes training in heat pumps 
and solar energy systems. 

Prepare yourself for a whole new 
career in one of the fastest growing fields 
around. As energy needs continue to 
grow and energy sources become scarcer. 
the demand for skilled technicians will 
soar. NRI can get you started in this 
opportunity area, and you learn at 
home in your spare time, tailoring your 
training to your need with a choice of 
NRI’s Basic or Mastet Courses. 

Includes Professional Vacuum Pump 
and Tools 

NRI training is practical training. 
Along with bite-size lessons in theory and 
practice, you get practical bench training. 
NRI’s Master Course includes profes- 
sional tools. . .a system analyzer, leak 
detector, tubing and joint tools, and 
more. Plus demonstration units that 
gant bring principles to life for easy 
understanding. You even get a top- 
spay vacuum pump for trouble 

ooting experiments and use on the job. 
Optional Postgraduate Training at 
York Institute 
Graduates of the Master Course 
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are eligible for a concentrated week of 
resident training at the famous York 
Institute at no extra charge for tuition 
or training materials. Here, you’ll work 
on advanced industrial equipment 
under the guidance of expert 
instructors. Ov/y NRI includes this 
opportunity. 

Send the coupon today for NRI's 
free catalog showing all the equipment 
and describing the complete course. 


' Over a million students have trained at 


home the NRI way. You can, too. If 
coupon has been removed, write to: 
NRI Schools, 3939 Wisconsin Ave., 
Washington, D.C. 20016. 
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- 4 k for detail Electronics 
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Course : Electronic Design 
Name (Piease print) Age Technology, 
() Locksmithing Course Electronics Courses 
Address [Automotive Mechanics 
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City/State/Zip 
‘Accredited by the National Home Study Council 
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that, by becoming a Life Member, a 
VFW member would not have to pay 
dues every year, and the cost would 
be the same. Once you were a Life 
Member, you were all set. 

“Ray Brannaman spent a lot of 
time and effort spreading the word 
on Life Membership. He always stress- 
ed that when the momentum starts, 
you have to stay with it. He certainly 
was right. Without him, we might 
not have a Life Membership pro- 
gram today.” 

Throughout the 1960s, Life Mem- 
bership continued to increase: 
45,615 in 1965, and finally in 1970 
the figure had passed the 100,000 
mark to reach 113,657, but, of these, 
7,732 had died or become otherwise 
inactive since 1950, so the net total 
was 105,925. 

In 1965, Wallace L. Trimpey be- 
came committee chairman, with 


Brannaman staying on as a consul- 
tant. Two years later, Trimpey re- 
ported that 45 Posts had 100 or 
more Life Members, and for the first 
time a Post was singled out for spe- 
cial mention. It was Post 1865 in 
Kenosha, Wis., with 272 Life Mem- 
bers, the largest in the nation. In 
1968, Perpetual Charter Posts reach- 
ed 965. Kenosha’s Post 1865, with 
343, continued to lead. 

Two others were cited. They were 
Post 2100, Everett, Wash., with 284, 
and Post 9723, Naha, Okinawa, with 
275. California led the Departments 
with 6,121, while Illinois and Ohio 
were second and third. Colorado, 
Brannaman’s home Department, was 
reported as having the highest per- 
centage of Life Members compared 
to total membership. 

When the number of Life Members 
reached 124,000 in 1971 — actually, 


the net was 114,716 because nearly 
10,000 had died — Quartermaster 
Gen. J.A. Cheatham reported that in 
the program’s two decades, $10.7 
million had been collected in Life 
Member fees. 

Since the adoption of the original 
Life Membership program in 1950, 
two major changes in the program 
have been made. They were revi- 
sions in the fee schedule to reflect 
more realistically current economic 
conditions and to enable the various 
levels of the organization to realize a 
larger income from the fees. 

Life Membership began with little 
fanfare, but in 35 years it has grown 
to the point where it now accounts 
for more than a fourth of the organ- 
ization’s membership. 

The bargain of a lifetime? You bet, 
just ask the half million VFW mem- 
bers who are Life Members. a 
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by the original builders of the 
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A Friend in Pennsylvania 


The oldest Scotland School for Veterans’ Children building was erected in 1895 as the 
centerpiece of the 198-acre residential school. 


By Larry Babitts 


B bes as Gov. Curtin was prepar- 
ing to leave for church services 
on Thanksgiving morning during the 
third year of the Civil War, a knock 
was heard on the door of Pennsyl- 
vania’s State Mansion. 

Unusual for him, the governor 
answered the knock himself. 

Standing amidst the swirling snow 
were two young children asking for 
bread. They told the governor their 
father had died in a recent battle 
and their mother had succumbed to 
some plague-like disease. No 
record of Curtin’s immediate reac- 
tion has been left, but this incident 
bothered him throughout the even- 
ing’s festivities. 

“Great God! Is it possible that the 
people of Pennsylvania can feast on 
this day, while children of her fallen 
soldiers, fallen in this awful war, beg 


bread from door to door?” he is 
recorded as saying. 

Some years later at a meeting in 
Philadelphia, Curtin pointed out the 
unfairness of forcing any orphans of 
soldiers to ask for charity in view of 
the pledges made when soldiers were 
being recruited. 

“Let the widow and the orphan 
become, in fact and in truth, the 
children of the state,” he urged. “Let 
the defenders of our commonwealth 
know that the country will provide 
for their helpless survivors.” 

In response to this emotional plea, 
the president of the Pennsylvania 
Railroad offered $50,000 for the care 
of the orphaned children of the 
state’s soldiers. 

Since there had never been such 
an institution anywhere in the na- 
tion up to then, the legislators 


fought such a proposal to care for 
the “soldiers’ brats.” They wanted 
them “bound out” as apprentices or 
laborers. Girls would be retained 
until 18, boys until 21. 

Understanding the nature of the 
welfare programs offered, Curtin 
used the donated money to found a 
statewide system of residential 
schools to care for these unwanted 
children. 

From 1866 until the creation of 
the school and home in Scotland, 
Pa., in 1895, the fortunes of the Civil 
War orphans waxed and waned 
with the public sentiment towards 
children. 

The Scotland School for Veterans’ 
Children, the new name for the old 
Soldiers Orphans Industrial School, 
became the model for a network of 
such institutions throughout the 
commonwealth. Since 1912, it has 
been the only such residential school 
in the state. 

The Scotland School for Veterans’ 
Children still exists on the old farm 
purchased with the grant from the 
railroad men and presently houses 
and educates more than 370 veter- 
ans’ children. 

Today, the child or children, 6 to 
14, of any honorably discharged 
Pennsylvania veteran may be enroll- 
ed at Scotland School. The child or 
children must be reasonably healthy 
with normal mentality and be re- 
commended for admission by an 
officer of a recognized veterans’ or- 
ganization. 

All recognized veterans’ organiza- 
tions support this institution and 
cooperate with the school on admi- 
nistrative and policy matters. The 
two largest organizations, the Amer- 
ican Legion and the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, are represented on 
the board of trustees appointed by 
the incumbent governor. The VFW is 
represented by Past Department 
Commander and current National 
Council of Administration member 
Dr. Ray Mullin. 

The various veterans’ organiza- 
tions sponsor Christmas, Easter and 
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A counseling intern from nearby Shippens- 
burg University, Jo Ellen Nield, chats with 
B.J. Matrisciano, of Philadelphia, in the 
residential area of the Scotland School for 
Veterans’ Children. 


other parties and social events, as 
well as the senior prom and dona- 
tion of rings to each graduating 
senior. Veterans’ groups also 
achieved creation of a mandatory 
Army Junior ROTC program on 
campus. 

In its four years, the Junior ROTC 
program has reached a level of suc- 
cess usually reserved for much older 
programs, remarked an Army inspec- 
tor recently following the regular 
biennial inspection. 

Scotland School offers a complete 
academic and vocational training 
program. 

Nor are sports neglected. A full 
inter-scholastic sports program in- 
cludes football, basketball, baseball, 
track, and girls’ hockey and basket- 
ball. Asmallbore rifle team and club 
were initiated last year. 

Scotland School also offers train- 
ing in choral and instrumental 
music. Its marching band is well- 
regarded. Driver education also is 
available to selected senior high 
school students. 

“Any veteran who knows ofa fam- 
ily or of a veteran’s child who could 
be served by this state residential 
school should contact our admis- 
sions officer,” said Lt. Col. Francis J. 
Calverase USA (Ret.), the school 
superintendent. “A brief note to us 
in Scotland, Pa., or a telephone call 
will do.” Address is Scotland School 
for Veterans’ Children, Scotland, Pa. 
17254. The telephone number is 
717-264-7187. a 
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Operation Homecoming: 
A Pilot Remembers 


By Lt. John Felsher 


lone C-130 lumbered up the 

Red River valley. Not the peace- 
ful river separating Oklahoma from 
Texas, but the other Red River val- 
ley, halfway around the world in 
Southeast Asia. The unarmed cargo 
aircraft was flying into an area con- 
sidered the most heavily defended 
airspace in the history of aerial con- 
flict. Its destination was Hanoi, cap- 
ital of North Vietnam. 

Though American aircraft were a 
fairly common sight over North Viet- 
nam in the early ’70s, including some 
on missions over “downtown” Hanoi, 
this one was vastly different. The C- 
130 was the vanguard of Oper- 
ation Homecoming, the historic re- 
lease of American prisoners of war 
from their Communist captors. It 
was one of the most emotional mil- 
itary operations conducted by the 
US. Air Force. It would mark an end 
of Amercia’s direct involvement in 
the nation’s longest conflict. 

The C-130, piloted by then-Capt. 
Thomas G. Moore, landed at Gia 
Lam Airport, Hanoi. It carried the 
advance support group for the first 
20 American prisoners of war to 
regain their freedom from Commu- 
nist captivity in the Vietnam War. 
The date was Feb. 19, 1973. 

This was the fourth time since the 
cease-fire was signed in January of 
the same year that an American C- 
130 landed at Hanoi. It was the 
second time for Capt. Moore, cur- 
rently alieutenant-colonel and com- 
mander of the 8th Flying Training 
Squadron at Vance Air Force Base, 
Okla. 

The first three missions carried 
media people and State Department 
delegates, medical personnel and 
international inspectors who nego- 
tiated repatriation of the prisoners. 

But this Feb. 19 flight was espe- 
cially sensitive. 

‘A bloody shooting war was still 
going on in Vietnam, and a sense of 


Exterior view of the “Hanoi Hilton” prisoner 
of war camp. (U.S. Air Force Photo) 
apprehension thickened the air. Ad- 
vanced technology Soviet anti- 
aircraft artillery and precision 
guided missiles, capable of knocking 
a B-52 bomber out of the stratos- 
phere, lined the narrow corridor 
into North Vietnam. 

“All of us were a little bit on edge, 
remembering that just a few weeks 
ago they were shooting at us. Right 
now, low and slow over North Viet- 
nam was not a comfortable place to 
be,” Col. Moore said. 

Each C-130 was given specific 
flight path and altitude instructions 
going into and out of North Viet- 
nam. Careful flight plans were filed 
and maintained by Americans and 
Vietnamese. Special frequencies 
were used for radio communication. 


American prisoners of war disembark a bus 
at Gia Lam Airport, Hanoi, to board an air- 
craft for evacuation to Clark Air Base, Re- 
public of the Philippines during March 1973. 
(U.S. Air Force Photo) 


The aircraft flew from Clark Air 
Base in the Philippines and over the 
Gulf of Tonkin and North Vietnam 
by way of the Red River to Hanoi. 
The Vietnamese designed this rout- 
ing to restrict American aircraft 
from gathering intelligence on past 
bombings and to control American 
aircraft in North Vietnamese air- 
space. 

Heavy overcast obscured much of 
the country on the historic repatri- 
ation mission. Col. Moore descended 
to 1,000 feet to penetrate cloud 
cover on approaching Hanoi. This 
maneuver allowed excellent oppor- 
tunities for photography. “We were 
taking pictures like crazy,” he said. 

Pilot and crew could see undam- 
aged temples, buildings and a few 
vehicles and riverboats outside the 
city. “I expected vast areas of bomb- 
ed out places, flattened villages and 
such,” Moore said. 

Instead, only industrial areas of 
the city itself appeared damaged. 
“The only areas that I can truthfully 
say I saw any kind of damage were 
in urban areas, the manufacturing, 
industrial end. Several factories 
were flattened. You could hardly 
make out what types of buildings 
had been there. All that remained 
was brick and rubble and several 
smokestacks. Our precision bomb- 
ing apparently was as good as we 
thought.” 

Much new construction had been 
hastily erected for the benefit of 
Western media, the pilot said. Build- 
ing fronts were fixed and beautified 
while the rest of the area was largely 
devastated. Bridges across the river 
were knocked down; only pontoon 
bridges were in use. 

Moore landed his ground com- 
mand control aircraft two hours 
before a C-141 jet transport which 
was scheduled to bring the former 
prisoners back to the. free world. 
Part of his crew duties would include 
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escorting the released prisoners to 
the awaiting jet. 

Prisoners were lined up on the 
flightline at Hanoi Airport. As their 
names were read, they walked to an 
American colonel who confirmed 
their identity and welcomed them 
back. They walked over and spoke 
to another Air Force colonel, a doc- 
tor, who asked if they were okay. A 
C-130 crewman then accompanied 
each former POW to freedom — a 
walk to the waiting C-141. 

The escorting crew members had 
strict orders not to reach out and 
grasp the returning servicemen. 
They would walk beside them to the 
aircraft, available in case any POW 
needed to reach out his own hand 
for assistance. But the escorts could 
in no way help them along. 

“We were purposely briefed not to 
put our arms around them, to avoid 
the appearance of dragging them 
away from a place they did not want 
to leave,” Moore said. He adds that 
not one of the released prisoners 
needed any assistance in his walk to 
freedom. 

As Moore described it, “They would 
walk smartly up to the colonel, salute 
him in extremely sharp, stylish mil- 
itary form even though they looked 
terribly weak. They snapped the 
salute. The colonel returned it, shook 
hands and said something like ‘wel- 
come home.’ 

“We tried to give them an indica- 
tion that no longer would they have 
to worry about anything. We would 
take care of them.” 

Moore described the former pris- 
oners as “pale, shaky, wobbly-legged, 
with sunken eyes; unsteady and 
under extremely great emotional 
strain.” 

Moore was privileged to escort 
Capt. John Davies, shot down in 
1967. “He was very pale with light 
sandy hair,” Moore said. “He looked 
as though he weighed 20 or 30 


Lt. Col. Lewis W. Shattuck is greeted by the 
Gia Lam Airport returnee delegation upon 
his release from a prisoner of war camp. 
(U.S. Air Force Photo) 


pounds less than he should and as 
though he had never seen the sun. 
He had a firm grip and slow, precise 
speech.” 

Pointing to the C-130, Capt. Davies 
said, “That sure is a good sight.” He 
also said that he hadn’t known if he 
was getting out of Vietnam that day. 
In the short walk to the transport, 
he told his story. 


Maj. Norman A. McDaniel (now a colonel!) is 
greeted by the Gia Lam Airport, Hanoi, 
returnee delegation upon his release froma 
prisoner of war camp in March 1973. (U.S. 
Air Force Photo) 


His captors marched him and 19 
other Americans out of the camp to 
wait about 45 minutes until a small 
bus arrived. Only ten were allowed 
on the bus. As it drove away, the ten 
remaining prisoners, including Capt. 
Davies, were told they would not be 
allowed to go home. Overwhelmed 
with disappointment, they were 
marched back to their cells. 

An hour later, another bus return- 
ed and loaded up the ten remaining 
Americans and took them out to the 
airport. They watched the C-141 
Starlifter land but had to wait an- 
other 45 minutes before going to the 
release point. 

Moore said to Davies, “It seems 
they like to play their games right up 
to the last minute.” 

“That’s not unusual,” he answered. 
“They've been doing that all these 
years.” 

As he walked to the plane for his 
last ride over Vietnam, Davies turn- 
ed to Moore and said, “I may forget 
your name, but you're the best look- 
ing face I’ve seen in years. Oh well! 
The hell with all of them.” He then 
climbed into the aircraft. 

“The total experience affected me 
greatly,” said Col. Moore. “I was ex- 
tremely proud of the fact that I was 
involved in this operation. It was a 
great emotional thing for me. Those 
special few moments made all the 
months of flying combat missions 
worthwhile.” 

“Regardless of what else I’ve done, 
before or since, I had a small, insig- 
nificant part in helping one person 
survive and get back to freedom,” 
the colonel said. a 


About the Author: 

John Felsher is the chief of public 
affairs for the Officer Training 
School at Lackland Air Force Base 
in San Antonio, Texas. 
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A Day 
With the 


By Gregg Jones 


he small Navy plane bounced 

like a carnival ride as we dropped 
toward the heaving aircraft carrier 
Midway in the South China Sea. My 
apprehension rose as we fell. 

Suddenly, there was a teeth-rat- 
tling collision — something had gone 
wrong, I thought. The plane had 
slammed into the steel-plated deck, 
aiming for the second of three 3- 
inch thick steel cables that we hoped 
would brake our landing. The pilot 
missed all three. 

With a full throttle, he pulled the 
plane up quickly and climbed above 
the carrier. We were 50 miles off the 
northern Philippine coast, and the 
plane was stuffy in the tropical heat. 
The unsettling collision with the 
deck had done little to soothe me. 

A couple of seconds later, I 
bounced like a rag doll as the plane 
angled into the carrier deck for a 
second time. Again, we missed all 
three cables and climbed into an 
arc: 

By this time, sweat was pouring 


a 


Midway 


off me. I was fighting a losing battle 
against air sickness, and my misery 
had outstripped any fear of crash- 
ing. | wanted down any way possible. 

For a third time I felt the brutal 
impact of the plane meeting the 
deck. The collision was followed by a 
tremendous jerk that threw me 
backward against my seat facing the 
tail. I had survived a carrier landing. 

A few minutes later, I smiled weak- 
ly as the USS Midway’s executive 
officer, Capt. William Hood, Jr., de- 
scribed a carrier landing as a “con- 
trolled crash.” 

The Midway, a 40-year-old veteran 
that patrols the western Pacific and 
Indian Oceans, is an amazing float- 
ing city-airport complex. The ship 
carries 80 planes and a crew of 
nearly 5,000. It weighs 65,000 tons 
and has a flight deck 1,000 feet long, 
sprawling over 4.02 acres. 

In an age of nuclear missiles, the 
Navy’s aircraft carriers still function 
as the United States’s first line of 
overseas defense. By maintaining 


the huge floating airfields, the U.S. 
military polices the open seas and 
poses a deterrent to potential ene- 
mies, Hood said. 

“The indisputable value of the car- 
riers is their ability to operate with- 
out aland tether. There’s worldwide 
mobility with carriers that you don’t 
get anywhere else,” he said. 

Some Navy pilots make the cocky 
claim that they are the military's 
cream ofthe crop. While that may be 
debatable, there is no arguing the 
skill required — or risks involved — 
in the job of a carrier pilot. For star- 
ters, the pilot has only one-tenth of 
the runway used by a land-based 
aircraft for takeoff. 

The carrier flightdeck is described 
by the Navy as the second most dan- 
gerous place to work in the world 
(behind high-rise construction). As 
many as 44 aircraft and 200 men 
crowd the deck, where searing jet 
blasts can incinerate a man or blow 
him overboard. : 

The movement on deck is frantic 
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in its quickness but symphonic in its 
orchestration. 

As the pilot opens the throttle, the 
deck shakes and the plane shudders. 

A flight crew rolls under the jet for 
a final hasty check. As the crew 
scrambles to cover, a helmeted crew 
chief in yellow jacket checks for any 
warning signs — then flashes a 
thumbs-up to the pilot. With flames 
roaring from the exhaust, the jet 
hurdles down the deck for takeoff. 

In exercises like those held recent- 
ly off the Philippines by the Mid- 
way’s Carrier Air Group 5 of the 
Navy's 7th Fleet, squadrons of fight- 
ers stay sharp by shooting missiles 
at drones and practicing air drills. 
Attack bombers drop 25-pound 
practice bombs in simulated attacks, 
while surveillance planes fly prac- 
tice missions and helicopters prac- 
tice anti-submarine warfare. 

When the planes return from near- 
ly two hours of exercises, they are 
quickly brought down, one every 45 
seconds or less. A crew hustles the 


plane out of the flight line with 
wings folded up. 

Navy pilots agree that landing on 
acarrier is the most frightening part 
of the job. A slight error can mean 
death. A few months ago, a Midway 
pilot came in a shade too low. He 
missed a warning to pull up; his jet 
hit the end of the ship and disinte- 
grated in a ball of fire. 

“When you get in close to the deck, 
you know the only way to do it is to 
work as hard as you can. I still get 
sweaty palms,” said Cdr. John Pat- 
ton, 39, a native of Homer, La., who 
commands one of the Midway’s five 
squadrons. 

Added Hood, a veteran of 500 car- 
rier landings, “Show me someone 
who doesn’t get sweaty palms, and 
I'll show you someone who is about 
to be killed or get out of this 
business.” 

The last helicopter safely aboard, 
the flight deck is transformed into a 
new buzz of activity. Off-duty sai- 
lors, shirtless and clad in shorts, 
begin running laps around the flight 
deck while maintenance crews scour 
the high-performance aircraft. 

As my day on the Midway came to 
aclose, the moment of truth arrived. 
It was time for the catapult takeoff. 

I sat strapped in my seat facing 


the tail. Sweat poured from my face 
as I heard the clank of the catapult 
arm connecting to the plane’s belly. 
The pilot opened the throttle, and 
the engines screamed. 

Suddenly, I was thrown forward 
with a force five times that of grav- 
ity. My harness strained, and I won- 
dered if I would be smashed into the 
seat in front of my face. 

Just as suddenly, the force gave 
way and I could feel the plane lift 
into the air. We had covered the 200 
feet of remaining deck at more than 
150 miles per hour. It had lasted two 
seconds. 

A spontaneous cheer erupted 
from the throats of a camera crew, 
and we exchanged relieved Navy 
thumbs-up. 

Safely back on firm ground — the 
grateful beneficiary of a gentle tar- 
mac landing — I clutched a certifi- 
cate christening me an honorary 
Midway “tailhooker,” Navy jargon 
for a survivor of a carrier landing at 
sea. I felt deserving of a medal, but 
the title of tailhooker would do. @ 


About the Author: 

Gregg Jones has been in the Philip- 
pines as a newspaper correspon- 
dent. 
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VAVS: The Golden Thread of Caring 


By James K. Anderson 


he initials mean Veterans Admin- 

istration Voluntary Service, but 
to hundreds of thousands of hospi- 
talized veterans they stand for car- 
ing, sharing and concern. 

Now into its fifth decade, VAVS 
was established in 1946, and ever 
since then the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars of the United States has been 
an integral part of the activities of 
these citizen-volunteers who give of 
their time, money and effort to make 
the period veterans spend in VA 
hospitals a little easier. 

Not only do the 85,000 VAVS vol- 
unteers — nearly 15,000 of them 
VFW and Auxiliary members — help 
the veteran-patients directly, but 
they render invaluable service to the 
VA hospitals and other facilities by 
assisting the often-overworked staffs 


with their work on a regular, assign- 
ed basis. 

While VAVS looked back on its 40 
years of work with veterans, the 
thrust of much of last November's 
four-day conference of the VAVS 
advisory committee was care for the 
aging veteran. More than 1,000 at- 
tended. 

A major feather in the VFW’s cap 
was selection of Jeffrey Carrington, 
17, for the James H. Parke Memorial 
Youth Scholarship Award, named 
for the VAVS first director and its 
founder. 

Carrington, sponsored by the VFW 
Department of Florida, has devoted 
3,000 hours as a hospital volunteer 
since 1980 at the Bay Pines VA Med- 
ical Center. He was chosen unani- 
mously from among 41 other appli- 


With the VFW National Color Guard standing at attention, the VA Voluntary Service 40th 
anniversary observance begins with the Pledge of Allegiance. 


Photos by Robert D. Ward, of VA Central Office 
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cants for this year’s $3,000 scholar- 
ship. 

Principal speaker at the opening 
session at the Sheraton Washington 
Hotel was Sen. Robert Dole, aseverely 
disabled veteran and Life Member of 
Post 6240, Russell, Kans., the home 
Post of Commander-in-Chief Nor- 
man G, Staab. 

“T have said so many times that we 
in Congress get so wrapped up in 
what we think is important that we 
forget what really is important,” Dole 
said. 

To him, Dole said, this means the 
work done by people like those in 
VAVS, which he recalled from his 
own experience after World War II. 

“I appreciate the time and effort 
and the many things you do, but the 
only ones who really know your 
work are the ones you help,” he con- 
tinued. “I was in the hospital with a 
broken neck, and people had to help 
feed me. They were volunteers. Even 
overseas, I received help from vol- 
unteers. 

“We know some of the things 
American volunteers do — whether 
it is an hour a day or a week. If they 
were looking for recognition, they 
would not be in the voluntary service. 

“Some day, someone will help you 
because that is the way the system 
works. Despite an imperfect system, 
I don’t know of any other country I 
want to stay in permanently.” 

Sen. Dole said he has established 
the Dole Foundation to assist dis- 
abled persons. 

“For all of us in the United States 
government, we salute you for mak- 
ing life a little easier.” 

Sen. Dole was introduced by Dr. 
John A. Gronvall, acting VA chief 
medical director, who pinch hit for 
Administrator Thomas K. Turnage 
who was ill after a whirlwind tour of 
35 VA hospitals. 

Dole’s commitment to the disabled 
goes back to World War II when he 
was wounded with the 10th Moun- 


tain Division in Italy and spent three 
years in Army, VA and private hos- 
pitals, Gronvall said. 

He added that helping one another 
has a long history in the U.S., and 
President. Reagan is a strong sup- 
porter of the concept. A video-taped 
message from Reagan, praising the 
volunteers, was shown. 

Mrs. James Osborne, the Salva- 
tion Army commissioner who chairs 
the executive committee of the VAVS 
advisory committee, said, “Volunteer- 
ing is alive and well in America 
today, we agree with President Rea- 
gan. Personal initiative and caring 
are basic to Americans. The golden 
thread of caring motivates the vol- 
untary service.” 

Marking 40 years of service, “We 
acknowledge the debt to those who 
preserved the country and those 
who are now serving,” Commisioner 
Osborne said. 

“This is a time to breathe new life 
and new beauty into what we are 
doing by developing creative ideas 
for tomorrow. To see the need is the 
first essential step in meeting a need. 
We will need to be prepared for ser- 
vice, to enlist others to coordinate 
and to speed the integration of re- 
sources for service. 

“Faith, hope and love are eternal. 
Thank God, for liberty is the free- 
dom to volunteer.” 

Special awards were presented 
volunteers by Mrs. Joan Lamb, Tur- 
nage’s executive assistant for from 
20,000 to 60,000 hours of regularly 
scheduled voluntary service. 

In the evening, awards were pres- 
ented to VAVS participating service 
organizations. Frederico Juarbe, Jr., 
VFW National Service Officer and 
Director of VFW National Veterans 
Service, accepted on behalf of the 
organization, while Auxiliary Sr. Vice 
President Joan Katkus accepted the 
Ladies Auxiliary award. 

Awards also went to the Military 
Order of the Cootie and its Auxiliary. 


At the second session, after the 
Colors were posted by the VFW Na- 
tional Color Guard, Dr. Arthur Lewis, 
VA acting deputy chief medical direc- 
tor, said he learned at the VA Medi- 
cal Center in Memphis, Tenn., the 
value of volunteers, especially in 
providing transportation for veter- 
ans who lived long distances from 
the hospital. 

“The caring of the volunteers made 
a critical difference,” he said. 

Dr. Lewis said the 85,000 in VAVS 
represented by the more than 1,000 
at the 40th anniversary conference 
donate 12.5 million hours of time 
valued at from $70 million to $100 
million if it were paid for. 

“But the dollar value misses the 
point altogether,” he said. “Your re- 
markable interest shows how the 


Sen. Robert Dole, a severely wounded WWII 
infantry officer, keynotes the VAVS confer- 
ence. 
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private citizen can join with the 
government in providing help.” 

Dr. Lewis said the challenge fac- 
ing VA volunteers in the coming 
years is the aging World War II and 
Korean War veteran. Its dimension 
can be seen from the prediction that 
by the year 2000, the majority of 
Americans will be over 65 and the 
majority of that age group will be 
veterans. 

“Older veterans need more long- 
term nursing home care and need 
more help because many of them 
lack families,” he said. “In the years 
ahead, we will have double and tri- 
ple the support. One of the areas 
where we will need all the help we 
can get is in travel assistance be- 
cause of restricted VA beneficiary 
funds.” 

“The VA will be in a leadership 
position for the whole nation in this 
respect,” he continued. “Each year, 
the VA provides care for 3 million 
individuals, and each veteran has 
earned that care by serving the 
nation when it was needed. The 
future of the VA health care system 
is bright.” 

Marlene Wilson, a consultant to 
volunteer groups, said the changes 
in the United States between Presi- 
dent Eisenhower and President Rea- 
gan “have been dazzling, bewilder- 
ing, and the pace of change will 
quicken as the 2lst century ap- 
proaches.” 

“Who is out there to volunteer 
because of the changes in the na- 
tion’s demographics?” she asked. 
“For the first time there are more 
over 65 than there are teenagers, 
and more and more marketing will 
be directed to a maturing society. In 
the present population, there are 
2.8 million over 85 and 34,000 over 
100. This trend is going to continue.” 

She said 45% of the population, or 
56 million, are 25 to 39, and they 
should become involved in volun- 
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teer work because they are part of 
the future. 

“These baby boomers have to be 
involved in the decision-making,” she 
said. 

She had some advice for heads of 
volunteer organizations and their 
representatives: Be clear on what 
your mission is to attract volun- 
teers, because the mission motivates; 
expect changes from heirarchies to 
networking, which means you can 
do together better than you can do 
alone; decide on a pattern or plan;, 
when you need help, go to the best 
and let them do it. 

Mrs. Wilson advised that training 
programs be established to enable 
people to succeed and to help the 
organization to grow, change and 
adapt. 

“Remember that when we say ‘why 
don’t they do something about it’ 
there is no ‘they, ” she said. “We are 
the ‘they’ in a democracy. 

“When you plan what you want to 
happen, it is important to have the 
power of love, generated by dedi- 
cated individuals willing to commit 


“Older veterans need more longterm 
nursing home care and need more help 
because many of them lack families,” 
Dr. Lewis declared. 


their time and talents to others. In 
other words, it takes people like 
you.” 

Turning to the specific question of 
care for aging veterans, Dr. John 
Morley, director of the Geriatric 
Research, Education and Counsel- 
ling Center (GRECC) at the Sepul- 
veda, Calif., VA Medical Center, said: 

“Without you, there would be no 


veterans’ hospitals, for we cannot 
function without you. You are doing 
the work, and we will ask for more 
from you, and for new and innova- 
tive programs from you — and not 
only in the hospitals.” 

Morley said the VA does a very 
good job in its hospitals, but it does 
not outside those facilities. 

He predicted that by the year 
2030, two out of five Americans will 
be somewhat dependent on the skills 
of the remaining three out of five, 
and “we must solve the problem by 
much greater use of volunteers.” 

“In the geriatric centers, we are 
doing new things, helping in the 
communities, because you, the vol- 
unteers, have done it... The ten 
research centers have become cen- 
ters of excellence,” he continued. 

As an example of the centers’ high 
standing in the profession, Morley 
said that a prestigious foundation 
had given the Boston VA GRECC 
several million dollars rather than a 
similar private one in the area. 

Because veterans need a little 
more time in a hospital before re- 
turning home, the geriatric evalua- 
tion unit, where they stay for up to 
three months, has decreased mor- 
tality to one in five chances of dying 
within a year from one in two. This 
has resulted in a decrease in time 
spent in a nursing home and an 
increase in speeding a return to the 
community. 

“And it has been done at a de- 
crease in costs,” he said. 

A teaching nursing home should 
be made “a vital and enjoyable place, 
a stop on the way back into the 
community, and we have had suc- 
cess in this beyond our wildest 
dreams,” he said. 

“A successful nursing home means 
increased patient satisfaction and 
finally the improved ability of the 
physician in training to care for frail 
patients and to go out into the 


community and care for veterans 
and others. 

“What do volunteers do? They feed 
patients and take their tempera- 
tures — what we want them to do, 
and we feel they are valuable mem- 
bers of the health care team.” 

To encourage young persons to 
become volunteers, Dr. Morley said 
the Sepulveda center has establish- 
ed asummer training program. “We 
don't charge, but we should because 
the kids have so much fun that it is 
like a summer camp.” 

The future of care, he said, begins 
at home with prevention, and volun- 
teers should begin by telling the 


veterans to stop smoking; they 
should show how to make the veter- 
ans’ homes safer, and to improve 
their health by following simple rules 
of nutrition and exercise. 

“Sex is a major factor in quality of 
life, but the trouble is that no one 
wants to talk about it,” he said. 

Dr. Morley said it is important for 
VA volunteers to wear their organi- 
zational caps because they let pa- 
tients in intensive care units “know 
you are a friend.” 

Edward F. Rose, director of the 
VAVS, announced that 240 volun- 
teers have contributed from 20,000 
to 60,000 hours of assistance, and 


VFW receives award for VAVS work from VA's Dr. John A. Gronvall and Joan Lamb. Accepting: Robert F. O'Toole, VFW deputy national 


VAVS representative, and Frederico Juarbe, Jr., VFW national VAVS representative. 


several who were present were in- 
troduced at the conference. 

As chairman of a VAVS committee 
and national VFW representative on 
the VAVS advisory committee, Juar- 
be reported several recommenda- 
tions, including one that calls for 
volunteers, as members of the VA 
health care team, being treated with 
courtesy and respect. 

Mansell G. (Sam) Piper, chairman 
of the VAVS advisory committee 
who presided at all the sessions, told 
the volunteers: 

“I cannot say enough for this group 
for taking the leadership. We could 
not run the system without you.” 
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r of the VFW Washington Office, right, holds Jeff Carring- 
ton’s award. Jeff is next to him. Others are Mr. and Mrs. Robert R. Carrington and Raymond 
Lindberg, VFW VAVS representatives at Bay Pines VA Medical Center. 


Cooper T. Holt, executive directo 


‘Awe and Humbled’ 


hen Jeff Carrington was 10, his 

father asked him if he would like 
to become a volunteer at the Bay 
Pines VA Medical Center, not far 
from Clearwater and St. Petersburg, 
Fla. 

No sooner had Robert Carrington, 
himself a registered nurse at Bay 
Pines, spoken the words than the 
youngster rushed from the house 
and was seated in the front seat of 
the family car. 

Since that day in 1980, Jeff has 
put in 3,000 hours as a VA youth 
volunteer and won the James H. 
Parke Memorial Youth Scholarship 
Award of $3,000. 

For the VFW, there was a special 
connection with Jeff, for as a volun- 
teer he was sponsored by the VFW 
Department of Florida, and this rela- 
tionship was underscored by the 
presentation of $5,000 by Executive 
Director Cooper T. Holt, of the VFW 
Washington Office, at the VA Volun- 
tary Service 40th anniversary con- 
ference in Washington. 


The $5,000 Holt presented, along 
with other amounts from other or- 
ganizations, was to build up the 
fund for awards to future recipients 
in keeping with the slogan, “Give a 
dollar for a Parke scholar.” 

The late James H. Parke, forwhom 
award is named, was the VAVS 
founder who with the assistance of 
the VFW and other service organiza- 


Jeff Carrington helps with records at Bay 
Pines 


tions established the voluntary sys- 
tem to assist VA hospital staffs in 
caring for veterans, whose numbers 
soared with the end of World War II. 

“To all of you who have given of 
your time and effort for many years, 
you are our heroes,” said Holt at the 
Parke Award luncheon. “We are 
awed and humbled by this 40th 
anniversary. 

“The 2.7 million members of the 
VFW and the Ladies Auxiliary have 
shared your joys and heartaches in 
this commitment. The volunteer is a 
living symbol to the veterans that 
they are not and never will be for- 
gotten. 

“This scholarship award is funded 
by your efforts, and the VFW is 
pleased to present this $5,000 check.” 

In accepting the award, Jeff said 
that over the years “I have seen the 
price the veterans paid to defend 
this country, and they have always 
been willing to pay the price for 
freedom. Working with them is one 
way youth volunteers can show each 
one that we really care.” - 

He singled out for special thanks 


Lee Brown, chief of the voluntary 
service at Bay Pines, Carolyn R. Dod- 
son, assistant chief, and Raymond E. 
Lindberg, VFW Department of Flor- 
ida VAVS representative. 

They were among several who 
recommended Jeff for the award. 

Of him, Brown wrote that “in to- 
day’s society where we always read 
or hear about youths who are on 
drugs, runaways, or behind bars for 
one crime or another, it is hearten- 
ing to know that there are youths 
who unselfishly give of themselves 
without thought of reward to serve 
those in need. Jeff is such a youth.” 

Dodson, after reviewing Jeff's vol- 
unteer career in the escort service, 
radiology service and the ear, nose 
and throat clinic, wrote that “he epi- 
tomizes the true characteristics of 
an outstanding youth volunteer, and 
I highly recommend him to receive 
the 1986 James H. Parke Memorial 
Youth Scholarship Award.” 

Lindberg wrote that “because he 
performs his work assignments with 
confidence and in a professional 
manner, he has been given more and 
more responsibilities ... Many times 
we are guilty of looking upon him 
not as a youth volunteer but as a 
regular paid employee.” 

Nor were they the only ones who 
endorsed Jeff for the award. 

Donald Sweeney, a patient, wrote 
of Jeff: “I am sure that I am just one 
of the many veterans whose stay at 
this hospital was made easier be- 
cause of a youth volunteer by the 
name of Jeff Carrington.” 

There were other testimonials to 
Jeff's selfless work from heads of the 
departments where he has been 
assigned and from Richard F. McEl- 
ligott, Bay Pines director. 

At the luncheon, Mrs. James Os- 
borne, the Salvation Army commis- 
sioner who chairs the VAVS advi- 
sory committee executive commit- 
tee, said, “I don’t fear for the future 


ofthis country with youths like Jeff.” 

Discussing the whole concept of 
volunteering to help others, Mark E. 
Austad, former U.S. ambassador to 
Norway, said, “Voluntarism is Ame- 
ricanism. It is a tonic to do some- 
thing for someone without the 
thought of compensation.” 

Donald L. Ivers, VA general coun- 
sel representing ailing Administra- 
tor Thomas K. Turnage, called Jeff 
“an example to all of us as a young 
person and as a volunteer.” 

“Without the work you volunteers 


Jeff Carrington adjusts a patient's wheelchair. 


<<< 


do, we would not be able to provide 
the quality of care that we do.” 

For Jeff, 3,000 hours and seven 
years after he beat his father to the 
car that would take him to Bay 
Pines, the occasion was the high 
point of his life so far. 

“It was really great being selected,” 
he commented. 

And the future? Now a high school 
junior in Seminole, Fla., Jeff plans to 
study to become an X-ray techni- 
cian, a natural decision in view of his 
experience at Bay Pines. 1] 
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Commander Don Linscott, of Post 8685, 
Altoona, Pa., welcomes Vice President 
George Bush to the area when he visited 
there. 
mans District 29, com- 
posed of 64 Posts, has initiated a 
VFW Day program each Tuesday at 
Oakland VA Hospital in Pittsburgh 
under which each Post provides a 
snack and refreshments for any vet- 
eran seeking outpatient treatment 
there. Hospital Chairman Charles 
Bates writes that this is of much 
assistance to the veterans, some of 
whom travel as many as 200 miles to 
the hospital, in this depressed area. 
They come from Pennsylvania, Ohio 
and West Virginia. Committee mem- 
bers are Mrs. Jean Weinman, Clar- 
ence Nesbitt, Arthur Weigel and Wil- 
liam Lennon. 

Several seminars relating to var- 
ious aspects of safety have been 
presented by Post 1815, San Angelo, 
Texas. Most recent one was on home 
safety and security, with Master Pa- 
trolman John Pounds as instructor. 
Some 250 pieces of literature were 
distributed. Pounds also appeared 
at the Post’s gun and hunting sem- 
inar. Other seminars have dealt with 
defensive driving, drug abuse, fin- 
gerprinting and child abuse and 
similar subjects. 

A project of Post 1023, Pascoag, 
RI, is to raise money for the con- 
struction of amonument at Gander, 
Newfoundland, honoring the men of 
the 101st Airborne Division killed 
there when their plane crashed in 
December, 1985, as they were com- 
ing home for Christmas after peace- 
keeping duty in the Sinai Desert. 
Sale of Newfoundland Aviation Coins 
is the principal means of raising the 
funds, writes Sr. Vice Commander 
Charles MacGarrigle, of Post 1023, 
57 Manville Hill Road, Cumberland, 
R.I. 02864. Two Rhode Island men 
were among 248 killed. 

Post 7048, Fairmont, W.Va., and 
its Ladies Auxiliary recently pre- 


sented 360 U.S. Flags to be placed in 
Marion County, W.Va., schools. Ear- 
lier 16 Flags had been given to one 
school. Participants in the program 
were Commander Columbus Carpen- 
ter, Auxiliary Americanism Chair- 
man Ina Richards, Auxiliary Presi- 
dent Analore Barnes and several 
others. The county numbers 10,000 
students in its schools. 

Post 846, Overland Park, Kans., 
recently for the third year feted par- 
ticipants in the Kansas Special Olym- 
pics bowling tournament at a nearby 
bowling alley. They were guests at a 
dinner and dance at the Post home. 
Commander R.R. Whipple estimates 
the cost for the 350 youngsters at 
nearly $600, but “they received their 
awards from the Special Olympics 
organization and really had a super 
time.” Twenty-three Post and Auxil- 
iary members donated 45 hours of 
time to make the event a success. 

Post 5203, Paoli, Pa., and its Ladies 
Auxiliary have presented two U.S. 
Flags to St. Norbert’s School, as well 
as a dozen small desk Flags and 
pamphlets on Flag etiquette. Com- 
mander Fred Pidgeon and Auxiliary 
President Harriet Bellgrau made the 
presentation to Sr. Dolores, school 
principal. 

A posthumous Purple Heart re- 
cently was presented to Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Kroeger, whose late husband, 
‘Alfred, was wounded in World War I 
at the Battle of Chateau-Thierry. He 
was one of 13 survivors in his com- 
pany. The medal was presented to 
Mrs. Kroeger by Assistant Service 
Officer George Jones in a program 
at Post 4083, LaGrange, Mo. Alfred 
Kroeger died in March, 1985, at the 
age of 93. 

One former member of the USS 
Ward gun crew (“DD-139, Pear! Har- 
bor’s First Shot,” December), who 
sank the first Japanese submarine, 
was overlooked as a VFW member. 
He is H.P. Flanagan, a Past Com- 
mander of Post 4050, Kansas City, 
Mo. He is now a member of Post 
5606. 


continued on page 36 
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NOW! Get in on the 


REPAIR! 


Work part time, full time— 
right at home—we help 
you every step of the way. 


No doubt about it... as a small engine pro, you can cash 
in on the huge demand for qualified men in one of Amer- 
ica's fastest growing industries. You'll be able to command 
top hourly rates of from $25.00 to $30.00 per hour — and 
that's just for labor. A simple tune-up earns as much as 
$49.95 for less than an hours work, and parts, engines 
and accessories will add even more to the profits. 
Plenty of business waiting for qualified men. 


65,000,000 Small Engines Are In Use Today! 
That's the official count from the Engine Service Assn., 
and one-million new engines are being built each month 
With fully accredited Foley-Belsaw training, you can soon 
have the skills and knowledge to make top money ser- 
vicing these engines. People will seek you out and pay 
you well to service their lawnmowers, tillers, edgers, 
power rakes, garden tractors, chain saws, minibikes, 
snowmobiles, generators, go-carts, paint sprayers, 
snowblowers . . . the list is almost endless. 


Professional Tools and Equipment, PLUS 4 H.P. Engine 
ALL YOURS TO KEEP... . All at No Extra Cost. 
NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY! 

You don't need to be a ‘born mechanic’ or have any prior 
experience. You can master this profitable trade right at home 
in your sparetime. Lessons are fully illustrated...s0 clear you 
Can't go wrong, and with our famous ‘learn-by-doing’ method 
you get practical ‘hands-on’ experience. We also show you 
how to get business, what to charge, where to get supplies 
wholesale...all the inside tricks of the trade you need to 
assure success right from the start. 


Send for FREE Facts —Do It TODAY! 
NO Obligation—NO Salesman Calis! 
You risk nothing by accepting this offer to see how 
easily you can learn the skills you need to increase 
your income ina high-profit business of your own. 
Just fill in and mail coupon below (or send postcard 
with name and address) to receive full information 
by return mail. 


RUSH COUPON TODAY FREE 
Foley-Belsaw Institute BOOKLET! 
51101 Field Buildin Send for your 
Kansas City, Mo. 64111 copy today! 


a FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE | 
1 51101 FIELD BUILDING 1 
KANSAS CITY, MO 64111 I 


CO YES, please send me the FREE booklet that gives 
B full detaits about starting my own business in Small @ 
Bt Engine Repair. | understand there is No Obligation and 
r that No Salesman will call on me. 
BNAME_ 2 
i 
i] 
Ror. = = 


ADDRESS_______ 


i i] 
LSTATE___ zip J 
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ACTION 


Aiding Veterans, Hospitals, Homes 


Post 713, Westmont, N.J., presents an AC/DC television set to medical intensive 
care unit at the Philadelphia VA Medical Center. Shown are Past Post Commander 
James Favala, Tita Ali, MICU head nurse; Robert T. Williams, hospital director; 
Commander John Szwak and Past Commander Ludwig Herly. 


sk ne a “ a 


VEW members, as part of the Fair Lawn, N.J., Veterans Council, present four 
color television sets to the New Jersey Veterans Home in Paramus. VFW 
representatives are, second from left, George Corrado and Warren Harris, second 
from right, both of Post 281. 


A major part of any VFW Post’s life — or 
that of any other element of the organi- 
zation — is helping to make life a little 
easier for hospitalized veterans. Some 
of this activity is captured in these pic- 
tures. Although not shown, the Franklin 
County, Ohio, Council honored William 
V. Karr, a member of Post 8794 in Colum- 
bus, for contributing $18,698 worth of 
eyeglass frames and 38 contact lens 
starter kits valued at $127 and a dozen 
wheelchairs for the use of county veter- 
rans. All new, the wheelchairs, worth 
more than $5,100, are kept at Post 495. 
Rep. John R. Kasich described the action 
as “one of the most outstanding and self- 
less gestures of which | have ever heard.” 
Whether performed by individual mem- 
bers or a Post, the good deeds recorded 
year after year prove “Honor the Dead 
by Helping the Living” is not merely a 
slogan. 


Chippewa County, Minn., has anew vanto transport veterans to the Minneapolis VA Medical Center, thanks in 


Ea | . \ —— 

Post and Auxiliary 5405, Winter Springs, Fla., install 
hand controls in the van of Larry Sexton, seated at 
the wheel. Others shown are Auxiliary Community 
Activities Chairman Evelyn Hart, Commander Hasley 
H. Hart, Sr.; Auxiliary President Ida Villar and Bobbie 
Glenday, rehabilitation chairman. Sexton is a Korean 
War veteran and double amputee. 


part to VFW members in the county, as indicated by the VFW emblem on the vehicle. 
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A check for $5,068 is presented to Mrs. Mary Caraccio, whose Life Member 
husband Stephen died last April, to help with his funeral expenses. Making the 
presentation are George Crowley, chairman of the fundraising drive, and Com- 
mander Norman H. Phillips, of Post 5335, Boynton Beach, Fla. 


Post 2640, Wallington, N.J., presents six television sets to the recently-opened 


Paramus, N.J., nursing home. Shown with them are Commander Stanley Rurak, 


Service Officer Joe Hlavenka and Sr. Vice Commander Ben Pisani. 
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AMAZING NIGHT-DRIVING GLASSES 
PREVENT HEADLIGHT GLARE... 


SEE MORE CLEARLY at NIGHT 


NOT THIS BUT THIS! 


Now see better while DRIVING AT NIGHT 
with our REMARKABLE NITE-OWL NIGHT 
DRIVING GLASSES! Wom by PROFES- 
SIONAL DRIVERS for years, these special 
AMBER lenses eliminate 94% of 
dangerous headlight glare, reducing 
eye fatigue and sudden “night 
blindness’. UNBELIEVABLY AMAZING 
until you try a pair yourself. NITEOWL 
NIGHT DRIVING GLASSES are not 
sunglasses, but SCIENTIFICALLY 
DESIGNED night lenses developed to 
cut glare and sharpen contrast in both 
overcast and night driving conditions. 
YOU can see better in HAZE, RAIN, FOG, 
SNOW, DARKNESS. Perfect for sporting 
events. Smartly designed, goldtone 
AVIATOR styling. Wrap-around temples 
adjust for comfortable no-slip fit. 
Adjustable nosepiece and wide angle 


ORDERING INFORMATION: Fla. resident 


lenses fit both men and women. FREE! (4-1 postage). Order number 311H3, 


KIRKWALL, Dept. H3, P.O. Box 50428, Pompano Beach, FL 33074. Visa, MasterCard, 
Am. Express may call TOLL FREE 1-800-544-3004, (offices at 2971 NE. 27th Avenue) 


SZ 
NITE-OWL NIGHT DRIVING GLASSES' 
AVIATOR STYLE CARRYING CASE ($5 
VALUE) with each pair ordered. ORDER 
YOUR NITE-OWL NIGHT DRIVING 
GLASSES NOW — RISK FREE! Try for 30 
days, if not delighted, retum for FULL 
REFUND. ONLY $12.95 (+$1 postage) — 
amazing value for glasses with all these 
features! Order number 309H3. NEW — 
CLIP-ON STYLE for prescription glasses. 
ONLY $12.95 (+$1 postage). Order 
number 312H3. IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT 
GUARANTEED! SPECIAL OFFER: buy 2 
pair of either regular or clip-on style for 
$25.90 (+$2 postage) and you get the 
third pair ABSOLUTELY FREE! JUST 
DEVELOPED DELUXE NITE-OWLS, 
specially ground and polished night 
driving lenses set in sturdy goldtone 
nickel-silver AVIATOR frarne with FREE 
deluxe hard carrying case, ONLY $19.95 


is add 5% sales tax. Mail remittance to: T. 
| 


Th 


as 


wo 
do 


FAST 


at Home! 


If you enjoy fixing things, you're a ‘‘natural’”’ 
to make hundreds of EXTRA DOLLARS a 
year in the fascinating business of Lock- 
smithing. Rising crime has increased de- 
mand for service a thousandfold. Yet there’s 
only one Locksmith for every 17,000 people! 


COLLECT CASH PROFITS ALMOST AT ONCE! 


You're “in business” ready to make $10 to $26.00 
an hour a few days after you begin Foley- 
Belsaw's shortcut training. Easy illustrated les- 
sons complete with ALL practice equipnient) 


“nas 


@ ALL TOOLS YOURS TO KEEP 
@ KEY MACHINE YOURS TO KEEP 
@ EXPERT PERSONAL ASSISTANCE 
@ BUSINESS-BUILDING HELP 


THIS DO-ALL PRO 


KEY MACHINE YOURS 
TO KEE! KEEP! 


“Can add $5 add $50 
a to S100 a week 
to your in- 
come... and 
doesn't cost 
you a penny 
extra! 


badly bs 
now I'm 


your tr 


Glen Johnson, Larne 


Make Up to $26.00 an Hour — even while learning! 


:Be a LOCKSMITH! 


ror ne 


is VET Did It- and YOU 


r injuries left me 
ay niicapped, but 
a financial success 

ksmith, thanks 
i, tning: Besides, the 
rk is fascinating, Hf Ican 
it anybody can. 
n Joh od, Kan. 


enable you to get your share of this always- 
profitable business. Hundreds we've trained 
are doing it. So can YOU. 


MAIL COUPON to discover how Locksmith- 

ing can keep the extra money coming in dur- 

ing spare time—or in your own full-time 

business. Ideal for retirement—good jobs, too. 

FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE, 11102 Field Bldg. 
Kansas City, Mo. 64111 


N. Hunt, Wilmington, Del.—‘‘| make $50 a 
week extra.”” 

R. Davis, St. Louis, Mo.—‘'I cleared $110 last 
Saturday.” 

Ed Boyle, Pittsburgh, Pa.—‘‘My business going 
at top speed. I'm moving to bigger quarters.” 


on THIS COUPON « NO SALESMAN WILL CALL 


FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE, 11102 Field Bldg. 
Kansas City, Mo. 64111 


Rush FREE book, ‘‘Keys to your Future.” 


SE | THE FIELD 


continued from page 33 


Undersheriff Bill Timberlake, of 
Allegany County, N.Y., as well as sev- 
eral Vietnam veterans who are mem- 
bers of Post 2721, Friendship, N.Y., 
are advising veterans’ organizations 
to avoid a man posing as a Vietnam 
veteran, amputee and former pri- 
soner of war. 


The cautionary note was sounded 
as the result of a picture accompan- 
ying “New Post Promotes POW/MIA 
Cause” (December). The man was 
shown being helped during the 
POW/MIA Race for Freedom mara- 
thon in Baltimore as Marine Reser- 
vists counted cadence to encourage 
him. 

Timberlake said James E. Gowan, 
who calls himself James A. Cowan, 
the name of a soldier killed in Viet- 
nam, is in his mid to late 30s, weighs 
about 160 pounds, has dark brown 
hair, wears a mustache and is 5 feet 
11 inches tall. He comes from Mary- 
land and is not an amputee. 

Veterans in the Belmont, N.Y., area 
became suspicious of him on Nov. 1 
during the dedication of a Vietnam 
memorial when a veteran disputed 
Gowan’s claims of Vietnam War 
service. 

After questioning Gowan, Timber- 
lake sent him to a nearby state men- 
tal hospital for observation, but he 
was released ten days later as not 
being a threat to himself or anyone 
else. Timberlake said he found in 
Gowan’s possession several news- 
paper and magazine clippings of 
stories about himself. 

Although Timberlake's investiga- 
tion uncovered no record of Gowan’s 
military service, he said Gowan uses 
the clippings to establish a spurious 


Name veteran status and gain recognition 
Address from veterans’ groups. a 
City State. Zip. 
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he success attained by the VFW 

in a benefit claim before the 
Veterans Administration is in many 
instances the result of the combined 
efforts of VFW representatives at all 
levels. 

At times, though, the role played 
by the VFW Post Service Officer is 
underestimated and even may go 
unrecognized altogether. 

This letter from Donald J. Mason, 
of Spokane, Wash., aptly demon- 
strates the value of the Post Service 
Officer in the claims process: 

“In our lifetime some of us are able 
to assist our fellow human beings. 
After the assistance afforded me by 
the former Service Officer of VFW 
Post 1435, I would like to make men- 
tion and give credit to Howard C. 
Young. 

“Since 1964, I have had a disability 
compensation rating for diabetes 
starting at 40% and going to 60%, In 
1981, it was increased to 100% be- 
cause of a heart condition classified 
as service connected. In May, 1983, 
it was decreased to a combined rat- 
ing of 80%. I protested, but realizing 
I was in need of professional assist- 
ance and advice, I contacted the 
VFW and Service Officer Young. He 


he 1985 inflation rate was 3.8%, 

but keep your guard up because 
here comes the bad news: Federal 
government statistics show that 
healthcare spending in 1985 was up 
7.9% over 1984, double the 1978 
amount. Leading the race is the cost 
of a hospital stay, up 8.3% in 1985 
alone. 

That is why thousands of VFW 
members are turning to the VFW- 
Sponsored Hospital Benefit Insur- 
ance Plan to give them the extra 
cash they need to supplement their 
basic hospitalization coverage. In 
fact, the VFW-Sponsored Hospital 
Benefit Plan is one of the most popu- 
lar member benefits. 

And now, to keep pace with rising 
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| Post Service Officer Lauded 


came highly recommended to me by 
other concerned and knowledge- 
able persons. He immediately react- 
ed with the professionalism we like 
to find in people, but often do not. 

“My dissatisfaction with the rat- 
ing of the Seattle Regional Office 
continued. Meanwhile, my health 
condition continued to worsen. Sub- 
sequently, my case was forwarded 
to the Board of Veterans Appeals in 
Washington, D.C., through the advice 
of Service Officer Young. I had seri- 
ous doubts as to the outcome. 

“In June, 1985, the Board decided 
to restore my 100% rating, retroac- 
tive to May, 1983, resulting in a back 
payment of $15,513. 

“The tenacity and knowledge dis- 
played by Mr. Young on my behalf 
should be known to his fellow work- 
ers. I am aware of the teamwork 
needed and provided at the State 
and National levels to be successful, 
so | likewise wish to give others con- 
cerned the credit they deserve. 

“I joined the VFW after recogniz- 
ing the ability of Mr. Young even 
though I already belonged to the 
American Legion (Minnesota) and 
the DAV (Washington).” a 


SN 
ee «6 CE MM OB OE OR 


BoE Ne Or 0 tes. 


Supplemental Hospitalization Insurance 


costs, there is a new, improved ver- 
sion of the plan: new maximum 
benefits of $150-a-day for members 
under age 65 — plus five other daily 
cash options; new maximum benef- 
its of $60-a-day for members 65 and 
over — plus two other daily cash 
benefit options, and the new con- 
venience of credit card payment at 
enrollment. 

To receive enrollment information 
on this plan or any other VFW- 
Sponsored Insurance Plan, call the 
toll-free Insurance Hotline: 1-800- 
821-2606. In Missouri, call toll-free: 
1-800-237-1765. In Kansas City call: 
561-2338. Hours are 8:30 a.m. to 4 
p.m., Central Time, any business 
day. | 
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Authorized Liquidator 


Unsnaps for an 
extra 1%" depth! 


E-X-P-A-N-D-A-B-L-E 
LEATHER BRIEFCASES 


Make a bold, new impression at your next 

business meeting. Order this set of TWO 

cases for the look and feel of designer 

attaches...without the high price, due to a 

factory overstock. 

@ TWO Factory New, First Quality Cases 
for ONE Low Liquidation Price. 

@ Rich Pigskin-Like Interior, Plus Generous 
Organization Pockets. 

®@ Combination Locks Offer Security. 

@ Choose Burgundy or Black. 

Large Case. It's 13” H x 18%" W x 4%" D 

and easily expands an extra 114" in depth if 

you need more room. 

Banker's Case. Perfect for meetings where 

you need only a few documents. 11” H x 

16%2" W x 2%" D. 

Shop and compare! You'll discover this is a 

great buy for TWO cases! 


Compare At 


Liquidation Price 
for Set of TWO 
Burgundy: Item H-1959-7037-518 S/H: $5.75/set 
Black: Item H-1959-7072-648 S/H: $5.75/set 


Credit card members can order by 
phone, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 


Toll-Free: 1-800-328-0609 

Sales outside the 48 contiguous states are subject to 
‘aa -SErisl eqns: Pieces coll ot wre te inmnire, 
prs? TO: Item H-1959, 


0.M.B. Direct Marketing Co 

1405 Xenium Lane N/! nnwapols, MN 55441-4494 

Send Leather Briefcase(s) indicated below at $69 per set, 

plus $5.75 per set for ship, handling. (Minnesota residents 

add 6% sales tax. Sorry, no C.0.D. orders) 

Send_—Burgundy Item H-1959-7037-518 

Send_—Black item H-1959-7072-648 

CO My check or money order is enclosed. (No delays in 
processing orders paid by check.) 
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PLEASE 
CHECK: 
Acct. No. 
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 
Name 
Address 
City 
State 
Phone 


Sign Here 
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DEPARTMENT 


DIV. Ill 
Wisconsin 
James Kurz (3) 


DIV. | 
Ilinois 
Edward Trennert (3) 


Maryland 
Newman T. Braaten (3) 


November Commanders-of-the-Month 


DIV. Il 
Minnesota 
Larry Ziebarth (2) 


Nebraska 
C.C. Blankinship (3) 


P 


POST 


DIV.! 

Post 1114 

Indiana 

Lawrence Montgomery (2) 


DIV. Ill 

Post 3962 
Mississippi 

John Graham (3) 


DIV. V 

Post 4667 
Virginia 

Roy L. Hayes (3) 


DIV. Vil 

Post 8510 
Minnesota 

John L. Shalloe 


DIV. IX 

Post 5040 

Mlinois 

John R. Hanson 


DIV. XI 

Post 5951 
Louisiana 
Sylvain L. Duet 


OIV. I 

Post 2539 

Mississippi 

James Underhill (2) 


DIV.IV 

Post 2562 

Maryland 

Tomas F. Bunting (2) 


DIV. VI 

Post 3784 

Louisiana 

James E. Westbrook 


DIV. Vill 

Post 1642 
Minnesota 
Richard Buck (3) 


DIV. X 

Post 4490 
Mississippi 
Bobby Miller (2) 


DIV. Xi! 

Post 10370 
Alabama 

Bobby C. King (3) 


(Figure in parentheses indicates number of times Commander has won this honor.) 


DIV. XII DIV. XIV 
Post 1983 Post 8566 
Mississippi Texas 
DIV. VI DIV. Vil DIV. Vill Claude Hudgins, Jr. (2) Donald Cook 
Mississippi Colorado South Dakota 
A.0. Cummings Darrell D. Elliot (3) William H. Tarrell (2) DIV. XV DIV. XVI 
Post 2000 Post 7108 
New York Texas 
Lucio Munar (3) John Adams 
DIV. XVII DIV. XVIII 
Post 10427 Post 4976 
Texas Mississippi 
Joseph C. Schumaker(3) Billy Palmer (3) 
DIV. XIX DIV. XX 
DIV. XI Post 8800 Post 1319 
Vermont Delaware Panama Canal Texas Oklahoma 
Merritt Edwards (2) Joseph L. Eckrich, Sr. (2) Edward E. Bradley (2) C.E. Gathright, Sr. (3) James Schutte (3) 
DISTRICT 
DIV. 1 DIV. Il DIV. Ill DIV. IV DIV. V 
District 8 District 3 District 6 District 13 District 13 
Indiana Indiana Kansas Michigan Mississippi 
Paul Roseberry (3) James A. Pauwels (2) Robert Hulse (2) Gordon Bachman Roy Colston (3) 
DIV. VI DIV. Vil DIV. Vill DIV. IX DIV. X 
District 6 District 2 District 17 District 10 District 13 
South Dakota Maryland Maryland West Virginia Colorado 
Charles L. Hadrick (2) Francis Gill (3) Joseph W. Nassar Ralph M. Baber (3) : Bobby L. Knudsen 
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Posts of 1,000 Members or More 


Recorded as of December 9, 1986 


Post 1986-87 
Place No. Location Membership 
1 1114 Evansville, IN. 8541 San Antonio, TX... ...ee00- 1315 70 691 Asheville.NC........500% a 1126 
3579 Park Ridge, IL 1650. Topeka, KS... 1314 72 6240 Russell,KS.... 1123 


2 

3 628 Sioux Falls, SD. 5632 St. Louis Park, 1306 73 6896 Detroit, M . 1116 
4 5555 Richfield, MN. . 549 Tucson, AZ. 1303 74 9400 Sunnyslope,AZ . 1114 
5 2539 Gulfport,MS .. 447 Albert Lea, MI oo + 1276 75 3790 Logansport, IN. . 1107 
6 360 Mishawaka, IN. 573 Clarksburg, WV... - 1272 76 832 S.Portland,ME . 1104 
7 #1308 Alton,iL .... 4087 Davison,Ml ..... * ‘ 1271 77° «972 ~=«‘Terre Haute, IN. . 1100 
8 47 Uniontown, PA. c 7330 Oakville,CT . os 1270 78 2562 Silver Spring, MD 1097 
9 1146 St. Clair Shores, MI .. 1812 6251 Cheektowaga, NY .. 1266 79 2702 Huntsville, AL. . 1095 
10 1064 Huntington, WV . 1728 112 Wichita, KS, oe . » 1261 80 7119 Indianapolis, IN . 1091 
11 131 Lincoln,NE... 7 $263 Fort Sill, OK « 1258 81 23 Lebanon,PA... 1087 
12 6506 Rosedale,MD . 1705 2940 W. Seneca, NY e 1257 1857 Oklahoma City, OK 1085 
13 1296 Bloomington,MN . 1700 7987 New Port Richey, FL . » 1253 2012 «Abilene, TX... . 1083 
14 1273 Rapid City, SD . 1639 1621 Janesville, WI 1250 9083 Baltimore,MD .. 1082 


15 49 Mobile, AL . 
16 2290 Manville,NJ .. 
17 401 = Albuquerque, NM e 
17 3962 Corinth,MS ....... . + 1525 
19 4057 Tupelo,MS......4. 

20 249 Butler,PA ... 
21° 1275 Lima, OH . 
22 6704 Mechanicsburg,PA ... 
23° «(367 Joliet. L..... 
24 379 © Yakima,WA... 
25 1989 Indiana,PA.... 
26 3382 Kingsport, TN .. 
27° +969 Tacoma,WA... 
28 2503 Omaha, NE 
29 6975 Bristol, VA oe 
29 1079 Elyria,OH .... 
29 1599 Chambersburg, PA 
32 2100 Everett, WA... 
33 9619 Morningside, MD. 
34 6640 Metairie. LA... . on 
35 4372 Odessa, TX... eee eeeeeveee 1329 


Order of Parade 


Standings are based on per capita tax transmittals received at 
National Headquarters through November 30, 1986. 


NATIONAL AVERAGE — 77.88% 


6874 Lemon Grove, 
2529 Sandusky, OH 
1810 Brentwood, PA 
1003 Jefferson City, MI 
Joliet, IL... 
641 Columbia, SC 
1736 Alexandria, LA 
1432. Salina, KS . . 
10209 Spring Hill, FL 
1865 Kenosha, WI , 
1000 Independence, MO . 
295. S. St. Paul, MN... 
3851 CarmiIL. . . 
283 Kingston, PA . 
1590 Daytona Beach, FL. . 
4903 Tucson,AZ...., 


82 
83 
84 
85 733 MasonCity,IA.. 
86 4848 Chattanooga, TN 
87 428 © Saint Cloud, MN , 
88 137 Duluth,MN.... 
89 4051 Colorado Springs,CO . . 
+1189 = 90 2346 =Saugus,MA ....... 
1 
92 
93 
94 
95 
96 
97 
98 
99 


3376 Ephrata,PA ... 
1115 Hillsville, VA... 
1990 Greeneville, TN. . 
6827 ~— St. Petersburg, FL 
762 «~Fargo,ND .... 
2754 = West View, PA. . 
9223 Arlington,CA .. 

53 Jamestown, NY , 


e 3838 © Cape Girardeau, MO . 

. 147 = «100 1 Denver,CO.... 
2704 + =South Omaha, NE .. 1136 101 7175 Millington, TN. . 
5225. W. Memphis, AR. . . + ++ 1134 102) 1120 Indianapolis, IN . 
501 Denver,CO...... + 1128 =102 4809 Norfolk,VA ... 
3777“ Festus, M0. . . seeeeee 1127 104 2743 Norwalk,OH... oe 
6796 Dallas, TX... eee eee eee eee 19126 §=105 2111 ChulaVista,CA ...... 0. sees 


8 
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1 MARYLAND .. 19 Connecticut . Oklahoma... ees e creer cececees 74,48 
2 Minnesota 20 = Missouri. . . Massachusetts . . 74.45 
3 21° Wyoming New Mexico... 74.40 
4 22 ~= Louisiana . . Pennsylvani x 74.29 
5 see Colorado .. Arkansas .... 74.05 
6 South Dakota . 24 =~ Panama Canal Idaho .. o- 73.64 
7 Michigan ... 25 ~—- Rhode Island Georgia . oe 73.63 
8 Nebraska . 26 = =Arizona.. . Texas ... . 73.40 
9 California... 27 ~~ New Hampshire , North Carolina. . «73.10 
10 = Mississippi . . 28 Florida ... Alabama ..... + 72.53 
TT WONG cca ie 20 lowa... cee Kentucky ahs. « 72.40 
12 Illinois... 6 30 = New York . . Tennessee . . 146 
13° North Dakota . 31 District of Columbi 49 = South Carolina . . + 70.35 
14 Virginia . 32 Oregon ... SO Hawaii..... 69.62 
15 Ohio. 33 = Washington 51 Pacific Area. . 69.18 
16 = West Vi on 34 ~©Delaware . . 52 oe 65.67 
17 Vermont... .. . . . 4 35 Montana... 53 1.97 
18 NewJersey . sess ee eeeeeeeee eee (918 36 Nevada ee eeewe 54 Europe. ww ee eee eee eee ee 


National 
Aides-de-Camp 


DID YOU KNOW THAT 
SONGRESS IS THREATENING: 


DOLLARS IN VA, BENEFITS 
The following members have distinguished them- 3 es ty A eran 
selves by winning appointments as National Aides- 
de-Camp, Recruiting Class. To be eligible for this 
award, a member must collect the dues of at least 50 
new and/or reinstated members. 
Dominic Romano, Post 7330, Oakville, Conn.; Jack E. 
Morris, Post 266, Anderson, Ind., and Anastasios 
Cokenias, Post 2562, Wheaton, Md. 


4)3 
t 
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NEW ORLEANs 


TION 


ONVEN 


Register Now for New Orleans 


ow is the time to register early 

for the 88th National Conven- 
tion in New Orleans from Aug. 14 to 
21. 

By doing so, you can save $2 off 
the regular $8 registration fee. 

This will be the fifth National 
Convention to be held in the Cres- 
cent City since the end of World War 
II in 1945. New Orleans was the 
Convention city in 1967, 1973, 1979 
and 1983. 

Famed for its 
architecture of ; 
quaint buildings : 
with wroughtiron : 
balconies, narrow : 
streets and world- : 
famous cuisine : 
served in some of : 
the world’s most : 
famous restau- : 
rants, theexciting : 
French Quarter is : 
New Orleans to : 
most VFWNation- : 
alConvention dele- : 
gates who travel : 


Historic New Orleans will prove 
just as fascinating to delegates this 
year, as it has unfailingly in the past. 

Major speakers, the annual Mili- 
tary Parade, the annual Memorial 
Service, the annual Distinguished 
Guests Banquet at which the presti- 
gious Dwight David Eisenhower 
Award will be presented, discussions 
of proposed resolutions that will 
guide the organization through 1987- 
88 and all the other activities that 
make a National Convention the 
highlight of the year for the VFW will 


Register in Advance for 1987 National Convention 
(Make checks or money orders payable to VFW 88th National Convention.) 


VFW 88th National Convention 
406 West 34th Street 
Kansas City, Mo. 64111 


Enclosed is my check O money order Din the amount of $6.00. Register name and number of our 
VFW Post for representation at the 88th National Convention in New Orleans, August 14-21, 1987. 
(Do not enclose your delegate or alternate credentials with this form.) 


Please type or print your name and address: 


make New Orleans a memorable 
experience. 

Sr. Vice Commander-in-Chief Earl 
Stock, of Fort Plain, N.Y.,is expected 
to be elected Commander-in-Chief, 
the office now held by Norman G. 
Staab, of Russell, Kans. Jr. Vice 
Commander-in-Chief Larry W. Riv- 
ers, of Alexandria, La., is expected 
to be elected to the post now held by 
Stock. 

So as is customary under the 
rotational system the VFW employs, 
this year it will be the Big Ten Con- 


LE ee MA ference’s turn to 


put forth a nomi- 
: nee for the office 
+ of Junior Vice 
: Commander-in- 
: Chief, and, with 
: several announc- 
+ ed candidates, it 
: is anticipated this 
: aspect will attract 
: much interest 
: from the dele- 
: gates. 

:  Besure now to 
+ get your $6 check 
: ormoney order in 
: the mail along 


there from all 2)Name. 9). VEW Poste s.r States. sie : with the attached 

partsofthecoun- 3 Addpésee ee PACOUDCINUC assure 

try. 3 + yoursavings of $2. 
CRY. Oe an ee SHALO ck scene cau cen nese IDs cara 4 
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MEE GENERAL ORDERS 


NATIONAL 
HEADQUARTERS 


Veterans of Foreign Wars 
of the United States 


1986-87 Series General Orders No. 4 


1, The following appointments are hereby announced: 
NATIONAL AMERICANISM COMMITTEE: Member 
Renie J. Champagne, Post 8750, San Francisco, Calif. 
NATIONAL CIVIL SERVICE AND EMPLOYMENT COM- 
MITTEE: Member: Claude Shipley, Post 921 1, Reno, Nev. 
NATIONAL COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE: 
Members: Harry M. Faris, Post 6732, Clover, S.C., and 
William D, Taylor, Post 7769, Beebe, Ark, NATIONAL 
VOICE OF DEMOCRACY COMMITTEE: Member: Jim 
Jones, Post 2986, Polson, Mont. NATIONAL DEPUTY 
CHIEFS OF STAFF: James Martin, Post 7263, Capitola, 
Calif; James Fiedler, Post 10578, Castle Rock, Colo, 
John Mutschler, Post 5447, Holly Oak, Del; Clarence W. 
Littrell, Post 2681, Marietta, Ga; Thomas A. Ortogero, 
Sr., Post 10276, Honolulu, Hawaii; Dennis Craycraft, 
Post 4406, Belding, Mich,; Hillard E. Schutte, Post 2252, 
Kalispell, Mont.; William E. Kelly, Post 1753, Las Vegas, 
Nev, George B. Force, Jr., Post 7247, Barrington, N.J.; 

iwakowski, Post 7410, Bellmawr, N.J; Mahlon 

B. Pierce, Post 7679, Mantua, N.J.; Gary Barringer, Post 

9134, Rockwell, N.C; Leon E, Olson, Post 760, James- 

town, N.D.; John Wacek, Post 661, Salem, Ore.; Charles A. 

Clay, Post 1509, Agana, Guam; Domingo Rivera-Martinez, 

Post 40, Balboa, Canal Zone; Donald E, Lehman, Sr, Post 

8298, Northumberland, Pa,; Gail A. Wilson, Post 5156, 

Sweetwater, Tenn,; W.R. Wiseman, Post 4577, Pulaski, 

Tenn,; Lloyd A. Retter, Post 4916, Frayser, Tenn,; Fred 

Ladue, Post 792, Montpelier, Vt.; Gerald P. Miserandino, 

Post 1830, Washington, D.C., and Paxton, E. Webb, Post 

2321, Green River, Wyo. ASSISTANT INSPECTORS GEN- 

ERAL:; Eurie M. Savage, Post 6483, Milford, Del; Donald 

F, Ziegler, Post 6449, Fairburn, Ga; Herman J. Daldin, 

Post 9749, Hilo, Hawaii; C. Raymond Poole, Post 446, 

Muskegon, Mich; Richard J. Ehli, Post 4813, Circle, 

Mont.; Neal Ledford, Post 5202, Waynesville, N.C.; Lynn 

W. Moerke, Post 9367, Grafton, N.D,; Art Goodwin, Post 

9745, Winston, Ore; Raymond E. Steele, Post 9957, Tai- 

pei, Taiwan; Clem Specht, Jr., Post 100, Cristobal, Canal 

‘Zone; Lawrence Chappell, Post 9754, Church Hill, Tenn; 

Jose Aguilar, Post 5471, Washington, D.C. and Ralph 

Norstedt, Post 9439, Casper, Wyo. 


2. Announcement is made of the retirement on Dec. 31, 
1986, of William E. Rafiner, Director, General Services, 
Post 7900, Kansas City, Mo,, after 27 years of dedicated 
service as a member of the National Headquarters Staff. 


Announcement is made of the following National Head- 
quarters Staff changes/appointments effective January 
1, 1987: Director, Administrative Services: John J. Senk, 
Jr, Post 335, Cranford, N.J.; Director, Post Services and 
Buddy Poppy: Thomas L. Kissell, Post 9648, Columbus 
Grove, Ohio; Director, National Convention: Omar F. 
Kendall, Post 673, Jasper, Ind,; Director, General Servi- 
ces; David L. Swindler, Post 4050, North Kansas City, 
Mo, Assistant Director, General Services: Larry Gniot- 
caynski, Post 1465, Wauwatosa, Wis., and Administra- 
tive Assistant to the Adjutant General: Jefferson D. 
Lawson, Post 846, Overland Park, Kans. 


4, Attention of all units is directed to the following correc- 
tion to Resolution No, 503 approved by the National 
Council of Administration at its meeting held on October 
4, 1986 in Kansas City, Mo., and which was concurred in 
by the POW/MIA Committee at its meeting held on 
October 25, 1986 in Washington, D.C. 


Delete the references to a live POW Committee of the 
National League of Families in Resolution No. 503 titled 
CONTINUE THE POW/MIA SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE 
NATIONAL SECURITY COMMITTEE which was adopted 
as amended by the 87th National Convention, it having 
been determined that there is no such committee within 
the National League of Families. 


continued on page 44 
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Be Your Own Boss and Make 
$18.00 to $30.00 | AN HOUR! 


Find out 
how by... 
...sending 


now for 
your Free 


Lifetime 
Security 
Fact Kit! 


Your FREE Lifetime Security 
Fact Kit tells you how to make 
$18.00 to $30.00 an hour in your 
own Foley-Belsaw Full-Service Saw 
and Tool Sharpening Business. 
Your FREE Fact Kit explains how 
you can: 


—be your own BOSS! 


—work full time or part time, 
right at home. 

—do work you enjoy and take 
pride in. 

—operate a CASH business 
where 90¢ of every. dollar you 
take in is clear cash profit. 

And it is so easy to learn. Foley- 
Belsaw gives you all the facts and in- 
structions. No previous experience 
or special training necessary. All you 
need is the desire and ambition to 
be your own boss. Foley-Belsaw tells 
you everything you need to know to 
be successful. 

There’s plenty of business where 
you live to keep you busy. It doesn’t 
matter whether you live in a big 
city, small town or a small farm 
community. 

Earn While You Learn 

You'll quickly be able to develop 
the skills necessary to earn a steady 
income. You'll be able to sharpen all 
types of saws, garden and shop tools 
for home, farm and industry. 

Profits from your Foley-Belsaw 
Full-Service Sharpening Business can 
provide... 


... CASH for future security 
or supplemental income 
... CASH for travel, vaca- 


tions, fishing trips 
... CASH for the things you’ve 
always wanted! 

And you'll be able to set your own 
hours and not have to worry about 
layoffs and strikes. There are no fran- 
chise fees. Best of all—age or phys- 
ical condition is no barrier—any age 
person can succeed. 


You can be like Steve Taylor of 
Brookville, Ohio, who told us: 

“... the first year I grossed 

$21,000.00.” 


Or James B. Jones, of Albuquer- 
que, NM who reported: 

“This past summer my sales and 

service amounted to almost 

$6,000.00 a month.” 


But you've got to get the FACTS 
before you can get started. So 
WRITE NOW for your FREE Lifetime 
Security Fact Kit. It’s yours to keep 
with NO OBLIGATION. 


FREE 
Lifetime 
The Foley-Belsaw Co. 


Pate Renan °° Security 
Kansas City, MO 64111 FACT KIT 


FOLEY-BELSAW CO. 
1 20415 FIELD BLOG. 
] KANSAS CITY, MO 64111 
| (YES, | want to know more! Please rush my 
1 


FREE Lifetime Security Fact Kit. No obli- 
gation and no salesman will call. 


! Address 

I tity 
( ) 

L Area Code Phone 
ib anion es 


State Zip 
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GEORGE GOBEL HAS A HOT TIP 
FOR YOU: WIN A HOME!! 


VISIT 


CYPRESS 284 
GARDENS & 


February 15 - April 10, 1987 
Register to win a $50,000 Home 


Retirement should be eal active and fun. You'll 


have it all in 2-bedroom, 


bath manufactured 


homes from $25,955 at an InterCoastal 

Community. : al ph f 

Lakeland Harbor is a paradise with a marina for 
you who love living on the water. If you want the 

., @asy life of old Florida, The Lakes At Leesburg brings 
it to you on a 9-hole executive golf course. For a home 

nestled SION OA trees ona eretcenatte gol 

ub. 


course Cl 


joose Continental Country Cl 


Each community has many models to choose 


ee —= = oe oe oh 
InterCoastal Communities, Inc. 
2170 S.E. 17th Street. Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33316 


The 5-piece 
Morgan Silver Dollar 
Collector's Set that 
had sold for $250 

is now available for 
the special low price 


of just aS) 8% 


For The Next 
2 Weeks Only!’ 


ecause we value your business and want you 
as a customer, we are making an unprecedented 
SPECIAL OFFER on our beautiful five piece Morgan 
Silver Dollar Collector's Set for just $98.00 per set. 
Here are 8 good reasons why you must take advan- 
tage of this opportunity now: 

1, PRICE BREAK! Only a few years ago we were selling our 
five Morgan Silver Dollar Sets for $250.00 per set—so you 
save more than twice as much! 

2. MOST SOUGHT AFTER COINS—Considered by ex- 
perts to be the peak of the engraver's art, Morgan solid silver 
dollars of 412.5 grains of ninety percent fine silver, 77344 
2. pure silver, are the most sought after coins ever minted 
in the United States. 

3. NO LONGER IN CIRCULATION—Dated from 1878 to 
1921, these coins have become so popular that collectors 
and investors have been hoarding them for years. As a 
result, along with the fact that millions of these coins have 
been melted down for their silver content, there are no 
longer any Morgan Silver Dollars in circulation. 

4. A MONEY SAVING OFFER! Now, due to a special pur- 
chase of these historic coins, we are able to make them 
available to you in this money saving offer. However, due to 
market fluctuations, we can guarantee this offer for the next 
2 weeks only!* 

5. INCREASED VALUE OVER LAST 10 YEARS—Silver 
Dollar coins in general have increased in value over ten 
times in the last ten years. Some Morgan Silver Dollars sell 
for as much as $20,000 and one in prime mint condition 
recently sold for $42,500 © 1986 The Numismatic Guild 


ORIGINAL UNITED STATES ~~ 
GOVERNMENT MINT ISSUE 


from. And a spacious clubhouse, game 
rooms, swimming pool, shuffleboard 
and more. All are in Central Florida- 
home o} isney ani 
other famous attractions. 


For FREE color brochure 
on Lakeland Harbor, Lakes at 
t. Leesburg, Continental Country 
*. Club and details on "Win 
A Home" call today 


1-800-525-0050 


* 
Ne 


0287VF 


ofits” COLLECTORS SET 


NO LONGER 
IN CIRCULATION 
6. BEAUTIFULLY DISPLAYED—Each Collector's Set as- 
sembled by The Numismatic Guild is mounted in a hand- 
some presentation case accompanied by a Certificate of 
Authenticity. 
7.MAKES AN IDEAL GIFT—The gleaming silver dollars of 
the Collector's Set make an ideal gift for any special occa- 
sion and can be handed down through the generations. 


8. MONEY BACK GUARANTEE—f you are not satis- 
fied for any reason, you may return your coins within 30 
days for a full refund. The Numismatic Guild, dealers in rare 
gold and silver coins since 1947, is a member in good 
standing of the S.PN., the N.S. and the Retail Coin Dealers 
Association. We guarantee all our coins to be original 
United States Mint issue in fine condition containing appro- 
priate signatures, dates and mint marks. 


CREDIT CARD HOLDERS-FOR FASTEST DELIVERY 


CALL 4- 
rolt Free: 1-800-847-4100 


7 days 2 week—24 hours a day 

TO ORDER BY MAIL: Please print your name and address 
clearly. Specify how many Morgan Siiver Dollar Sets you 
wish to order. Each set is just $98.00 plus $7.50 postage 
and handling. Please include your phone number so we 
may confirm your correct address. Enclose a check, money 
order or Credit Card number and expiration date. We accept 
MasterCard, Visa, American Express and Diners Club. 
(New York State residents, please add sales tax.) 


Send to: THE NUMISMATIC GUILD, Dept. VF-668 


35 West 35th Street, New York, N.Y. 10001. 
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5. Members are reminded that their annual membership 
in the Veterans of Foreign Wars expires Dec. 31, 1986, 
unless their 1987 dues are paid and reported to Depart- 
ment and National Headquarters. Commanders and 
Quartermasters are enjoined to make every effort to 
renew the membership of continuous members prior to 
Jan, 1, 1987. 


6. Attention of Post Commanders is directed to Section 
218, Manual of Procedure, Duty of Trustees. Trustees 
Report of Audit must be completed in detail at the close 
of each quarter, one of which ends Dec, 31. Command- 
ers are reminded that accurate and complete records 
shall be kept by all persons handling Post funds, includ- 
ing the Club Manager and Bingo Chairman. These 
records shall be audited by Post Trustees in the same 
manner as Post Quartermaster records, 


7. Allmembers are urged to send in donations for National 
Home Christmas Seals. Your contributions should be 
sent to the VFW National Home, Eaton Rapids, Mich. 
48827. 


8. Post Commanders and Americanism Chairmen are 
reminded of the anniversary of the sinking of the USS 
Maine in Havana Harbor, Feb, 15, 1898. A special meet- 
ing or a commemorative program should be held to 
honor these Comrades who served in our Nation's cause 
in the Spanish-American War and especially those veter- 
ans of the Spanish-American War who formed the Vete- 
rans of Foreign Wars 88 years ago. 


9. A thorough program of Post inspection is necessary to 
ensure compliance with National and Department By- 
Laws and directives. Department Inspectors and Depu. 
ties shall make every effort to inspect every Post under 
their cognizance on an annual basis and correct such 
discrepancies as may be disclosed. 


10. For the purpose of establishing continuous membership 
a member may pay back Department and National dues 
for all delinquent years, provided he was a member in 
good standing for five (5) consecutive years prior to the 
time he last became delinquent 


11. The location of the following Posts have been changed: 
Post 184 from Secaucus to Kearny, N.J.; Post 4268 from 
Uravan to Naturita, Colo., and Post 5431 from Encinitas 
to Solana Beach, Calif. 


12. Certificates of charters evidencing consolidation have 
been issued to the following Posts: Posts 4180 and 6180 
consolidated as Post 6180, Port Richey, Fla., and Posts 
6118 and 6463 consolidated as Post 6463, Crosby, Miss. 


13, Charters for the following Posts have been authorized: 
Post 1525, Clayton, Calif.; Post1572, Aiea, Hawaii; Post 


<> END UGLY 


NAIL FUNGUS 


SAVE-NAIL™ stops the embarrassment, 
pain, odor of unsightly fungus on toe and 
finger nails. Built-in brush 

makes it easy to apply 
2x a day. 1-0z. bottle 
good for full treatment. 
Satisfaction guaranteed or 

your money back. Send check or money 
order for $9.80 today. 


ree ees eee C1) AC Mail eee oe ce os oe 


! Atlantic Drugs, Dept. 9-B 
1 8778 S.W. 8th St. 
Miami, Florida 33174 


1 Name 
H Address 
1 City 
State. Zip 
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5273, Bradley, West Va; Post 6459, South Pittsburg, 
Tenn,; Post 6460, Spring Hill, Tenn.; Post 6549, Leavitts- 
burg, Ohio; Post 6551, Byrdstown, Tenn.; Post 6575, 
Auburn, N.Y; Post 6597, Rochester, N.Y; Post 6609, 
Deposit, N.Y; Post 6617, Salem-Cambridge, N.Y; Post 
6625, Kirkwood, N.Y; Post 6626, Poughkeepsie, N.Y.; 
Post 6635, Coudersport, Pa; Post 6641, Churchville, 
N.Y, Post 6647, Laporte, Pa.; Post 6702, New Orleans, 
La,; Post 6706, Belle Chasse, La.; Post 6716, White Castle, 
La,; Post 6720, Crowley, La,; Post 6727, Evans, Ga. Post 
6741, Lincolnton, Ga,; Post 6743, Osage City, Kans; Post 
6835, Columbia, Mo,; Post 6838, Linn Creek, Mo.; Post 
7204, Germantown, Tenn.; Post 7366, Darrington, Wash., 
and Post 8393, Marquette, Mich, 


By Command of 
NORMAN G. STAAB 
Commander-in-Chief 


Adjutant General 


GIRS IE SS 
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Readers are urged to help these veterans seeking 
claim substantiation statements. Submit claims 
to VFW Magazine, Claims, 406 
Sity MO 64111. 


3rd Inf., 4th Bn., 11th Bde., Co. A., 
ing the medics or anyone who re- 

. Thunder & San Juan 
Hill—Joseph Vann, Rt. 3 Box 35, Defuniak Springs 
FL 32433. 

6th Amored Div.—Seeking Charles Minder—Thomas 
Minder, 200 Efaw Ave., St. Clairsville OH 43950. 

7th Cav. Agt, Co. L., (1951-52)—Seeking 
anyone who remembers my bayonet wound, trench 
mouth & white phosphorus burn, especially Sgt. 

Kennedy, Cpl. Joel Woods & Robert Demitt—Billy 
Hatfield, 6331 NE Ponderosa Blvd., Hansville WA 
98340. 

Sth Div., 39th Inf., Co. B., (1944-45)—Seeking anyone 
who served in France and Germany with Delbert 
Prophet to substantiate claim—Yvonne Prophet, 
Gen. Del, Buffalo OK 73834. 

Parroy Forests (Luneville, France)—Seeking anyone- 
who remembers when Lawrence Hermannes was 
wounded on Sept. 27, 1944 at approximately 1315 
hrs. when the truck he was riding in was struck by 
an 88 mm shell from a King Tiger Tank—Denny 
Hermannes, 4447 Wood Duck Ave., Juneau AK 
99801. 
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GENUINE HANDMADE BOOTS | 
Bootmakers for over 20 years. Top 
quality leather-many styles-reasonable ¢ 
prices. Write For 30-Pg. Catalog, $1. H 
Austin- Hall Boot Co.\ 


BOX 12368-X & Paso, Tx:, 79912 ; 


MINI-BEEP» the battery oper- 
ated scooter that puts more fun : 
ife...use at home, go sho} 
friends, travel! It’s H 
lightweight and fits car trunks. 
Full 30 Day No-Risk Guarantee 


C. F. STRUCK CORP. 
Dept. VF27S 
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GUARANTEED TO 
END YOUR FOOT PAIN 
IN 24 HOURS OR 


They re Free!" 


Scientifically 
designed 
metatarsal 
‘support 
restores 
balance and 
relieves 
pressure. 


Slip 

Luxis 
sheepskin 
leather insoles 
into your favorite 
en of shoes and 
eel the incredible 
difference instantly. 


Just when life should be getting eas- 
ier, you find it isn’t. Suddenly you feel 
an ache here, a pain there—and when 
you're on your feet a lot the aches, 
pains and discomfort can make your 
life miserable ... especially if you 
suffer from corns, calluses, bunions, 
weak ankles, fallen arches, toe cramps 
or other foot miseries. 

Its a proven fact that aching feet can 
also be the cause of pain in legs, back and 
may even be responsible for headaches. 

Like other foot pain sufferers you 
may have tried new shoes, store 
bought inserts or supports with little or 
no relief from your foot pain. 

Don’t despair! GUARANTEED FOOT 
PAIN RELIEF IS NOW AVAILABLE and 
at an affordable price. Discovered and 
handcrafted exclusively in Europe, 
Luxis Leather Insoles are specially con- 
toured to give your feet the necessary 


30-DAY FREE TRIAL 
GUARANTEE 


#* Try Luxis Leather Insoles for 30 days. If you 
are not 100% satisfied, simply drop us a note 
and we will refund your money in full. No ques- 
tions asked. 


STOO TST TITS ! 
! 


OTHERS AREN’T SUFFERING 
ANY MORE. WHY SHOULD YOU? 


“The insoles are fantastic. I’ve suffered with 
in comfort.” 


“Thad sore feet for a long time, but not anymore 
thanks to your insoles.” 

E. S., Lancaster, PA 
More than 8 million pair have already been sold. 


© 1987 Luxis International 
712 N. 34th St.. Seattle, WA 98103 


I 
I 
I 
! 
l 
! 
i 
foot problems all my life. Suddenty, Tcan walk | Washington residents please add 7.9% state sales tax. H 
l 
! 
! 
! 
! 
! 
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La ee ee te me eee na 


Genuine 
100% sheepskin 
leather provides 
natural comfort 
and long wear, 


Allows 
freedom tor 
your toes. 


So thin and 
light they can 
be worn in 
any shoe. 


metatarsal support they need to restore 
proper balance. 

Luxis Leather Insoles are scientifi- 
cally constructed to instantly relieve 
pressure and add gentle support to the 
arch of your foot. A cushiony soft pad 
in Luxis absorbs shock. These amazing 
insoles shape themselves to your feet 
for a true customized fit. 

Luxis Leather Insoles are hand 
formed genuine leather for long wear. 
Only real leather conforms to your feet, 
allowing them to breathe naturally. Not 
available at any price in any store but 
only through this special limited mail- 
order offer. 

Once you slip a pair into your shoes, 
you'll never want to walk without 
them. Your toes will uncurl, pressure 
disappears, cramps vanish. 

Pamper your feet with the all-day 
comfort that only genuine Luxis 
Leather Insoles provide. So thin and 
light you can wear them in any shoes, 


ae -Day, No-Risk TRIAL OFFER: 


LUXIS INTERNATIONAL 

712 N. 34th Street, Dept. XVFO27 
Seattle, WA 98103 

Enclosed is $ 
Leather Insoles. 

Important: Indicate shoe size(s) below. 

(1 Women’s size(s) Ci Men’ size(s) _ 
‘Two pair only $6.95 ea. total $13.90 add $1.75 
P 


&H 
One pair only $7.95 add $1.50 P&H 
Four pair only $27.80 (save $4) postage 


for pair(s) of Luxis 


Check or Ci Money Order is enclosed 
Charge my C1VISA or CI MasterCard 


Exp. Date 


Commemoratives 


Each handsome coin 
provides an artistic 
engraving of a different 
Alaska symbol. The 
limited edition .999 Silver 
PROOF HALLMARK sets of 

10 are replicas of original 1962 
sketches. On the edge of each 
one-ounce coin is a registered 
common set number, assuring 
that you have the only such 
set in existence, And hecaie 
the sets are a limited edition, 
they're destined to become 
Collector's Items! Rich in 
Alaska heritage. these 
classic and unique 
treasures are unsurpas- 
sed in quality and 
originality. 
Also 
available 
in beau- 
tiful 
antique 


Reverse side of 
bronze coin. 


SS” 


P.O. Box 99919, Dept. 300 
Seattle, WA 98199 


To order send name, address & phone 
number along with check/money order. 
Or Visa, MC, AMX card numbers, 
3 plata and card holders signature. 
$280/silver set, $60/antique bronze set 
lus $3.95/set handling & shipping. 
Ilow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery. 
If you're not completely satisfied, 
return within 30 days for refund. 


a ea eS 
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47th Inf. Rgt., 2nd Bn., Hq Co—Seeking anyone who 
was informant on death certificate of Robert Chellis 
who drowned June 6, 1955 in Danube River near 
Ulm, Germany—Joan Norrdin, PO Box 36, McCall 
ID 83638. 

131st Combat Engrs., (Pacific, 1942-45)—Seeking any- 
one who remembers me to substantiate claim—Jim 
Hunter, PO Box 4, Pinson AL 35126. 

11th Armored Div., 188th Rgt., Co. L—Seeking anyone 
who remembers the forest fire in 1953 when I lost 
my glasses & anyone from the 188th Co. E. who 
remembers when I had pneumonia—Joe Long- 
worth, 3101 Hyannis Dr., Cincinnati OH 45239. 
40th Div.,222nd FA Bn. (WWI) —Seeking former members— 
John Gorman, 16 Carleton Court, Glens Falls NY 
12801. 

82nd Armored Div., 504th Inf., 3rd Bn., Hq Co., (1945) — 
Seeking anyone in unit who remembers when I 
injured my back—Joe Ramshur, Rt. 3, Box 182, 
Columbia MS 39429. 


GS MARINES 

4th Mar. Div., (Marshall Islands, 1944)—Seeking any- 
one who remembers me getting hurt—Hays Mc- 
Dowell, 8569 Wheeler Rd., Concord MI 49237. 


Ga NAVY 

6th Fleet Supply Depot (1944-45), Milne Bay—Seeking 
anyone who remembers when I went to Base 
hospital and was treated for jungle rot—Wayne 
Barkell, 4746 E ine 81, Laramie WY 82070. 
USS Bogue (CVE-9), (1944-45)—Seeking anyone who 
can verify my back & leg injury while cleaning & 
greasing gears inside gun mount—James Peters, PO 
Box 133, Hull MA 02045. 

LST 884—Seeking anycrew member who remembers 
when vere struck by Japanese suicide plane on 
April, 1945 at Okinawa—William 
Dollman, 4612 S. Lois Ave., Tampa FL 33611. 


{Sa 
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Reunion announcements are published as a cost 
free service to VFW members in good standing. To 
ensure timely inclusion of your announcement, all 
information pertaining to the event must arrive in 
VEW Magazine offices six months prior to the reunion. 
Reunion announcement forms must be used and 
can be obtained by writing VFW Magazine, Reunions, 
34th and Broadway, Kansas City MO 64111. Pub- 
lication is limited to one time per calendar year. 


Send $1. for our Video Catalog and get 
2 Complete VIDEO Features 
FREE 
To the first 100 responses 
to this message. 

EVON VIDEO, 210 Fifth Ave., 
Dept. 80113, NY, NY 10010 


Affordable Precision f 
Wood Carving 


let you duplicate 
Virtually anything, 


| CONQUERED HEART ATTACK. 
Got healing method for blocked 
arteries, chest & arm pain leg 
cramps. blood pressure. GE 
POWERFUL INFORMATION. | 


quit doctors. surgery, drugs 
Regained health — Painless 


relief plan, WRITE for 
DETAILS. Survival — VF2 
Box 3256, Austin, TX 78764 


SCARCE OLD 
SILVER DOLLARS 


Morgan — Peace 
PAIR —$29.95 Postpaid 


ls 
Free Price List 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED - 
TIPSICO COIN CO. 


2141- V Broadway 
fj NorthBend,OR97459 


Dates our choice 


OT TOOTOTOTO} 


FACTORY DIRECT 
GRANDFATHER CLOCKS 


Do-It-Yourself Clock Kits 


(including movement and dial) 


OR 
pletely Assembled 
and Finished 


® Solid 3/4” hardwoods: 
black walnut, cherry, oak 

® Heirloom quality 

© Solid brass West German 
chiming movements 
and dials 

© Easy to assemble kits or 
completely assembled 
and finished 

Money back guarantee 


SEND $1 FOR 
32-PAGE FULL 
COLOR CATALOG 


@@ EMPEROR 


CLOCK COMPANY 


WORLD'S LARGEST MANUFACTURER 
OF GRANDFATHER CLOCKS 


Dept. 2242, Emperor Indust 
Fairhope, Alabama 36532 @ Phone 1-: 
1am interested in CO Do-It-Yourself Kits 
O Finished Clocks 


Park 
105-928-2316 


Name. 


Street 
City 


46 VFW: FEBRUARY 1987 


State 


(please print) 


RN rea ie) MES 2s ee AE ea Ee 
MmmReEUNION S 


GREE AIR FORCE 

13th AF, 403rd Trp. Carrier Gp., 63rd Trp. Carrier 
Sqdn.—April, San Diego CA—Aron Tobiska, 31 S. 
Holland St., Lakewood CO 80226. 

506th Fighter Gp., 462nd Fighter Sqdn., (lwo Jima, 
1945)—May, Colorado Springs CO—John Keim, Rt. 
4, Box 11A, Tulia TX 79088. 

586th Bomb Sqdn., (WWII)—May, San Antonio TX— 
John Beale, 4206 Shadow Oak Woods, San Antonio 
TX 78249. 

622nd Air Refueling Sqdn.—May, Alexandria LA— 
Dan Sloan, 1507 H 204, Pineville LA 71360. 
807th Engr. Avn. Bn.—Aug., Milwaukee WI—Dan Craig, 
PO Box 547, Bucksport ME 04416. 

850th Engr. Avn. Bn.—April, Gatlinburg TN 
White, 5617 Crestwood Dr., Knoxville TN 14. 
925th Engr. Aviation Rgt.—May, San Antonio TXK— 
Fred Cariker, 3211 Hawthorne Dr., Amarillo TX 
79109. 

929th Sig. Bn., Co. A., (WWII)—May, Abilene KS—Jack 
Sleichter, RR 4 Box 205, Abilene KS 67410. 

1400 & 1406 AAFBU, Air Transport Command—Oct., 
Cliffside Park NJ—Jim Ray, 14 Williams Terr., Cliff- 
side NJ 07010, 

2465th QM Truck Co. (Avn)—April, Nashville TN— 
David Spencer, 2809 Wells Rd., Baltimore MD 21219. 
Santa Ana AFB Svc. Club—June—Joseph Gagan, 
29504 Sylvan Dr., Willowick OH 44094, 


ME ALL BRANCHES 

Anzio Beachhead Veterans of (WWIl)— March, Orlando 
FL. . Hohl, 2633 Loretto Rd., Jacksonville FL 
32: 
Bombardiers In 
Edmund Rus 
MO 64080, 
Seal Team Two—Jan., Virginia Beach VA—Jack Kelly, 
Seal T Two, Fleet Post Office, New York NY 
09501-4633. 


Ga ARMY 

1st Cav. Div., 7th Cav. Rgt.— March, Seattle WA—B.B. 
Hatfield, 6331 N.E. Ponderosa Blvd., Hansville WA 
98340. 

12th Armored Div. Assn.—Aug., Louisville KY—Paul 
Hempfling, 11418 Hillcroft, Houston TX 77035. 
13th AB Div. Assn.—Aug., New Orleans LA—Chuck 
Beckman, 4208. Ash outhern Pines NC 28387. 
16th FA Observation Bn.—June, Ft. Mitchell KY— 
Houston Mosley, PO Box 767, Charleston W. VA 
25323. 

24th Div.—June, Chicago—Dan Cavanaugh, PO Box 
406, W. VA 26452-0406. 

25th Div.—July, Cleveland OH—Robert Muzzy, 809 
Fortson Dr., Takoma Park MD 20912. 

29th Div., 116th Rgt., Co. D—May, Salem VA—George 
Kobe, 27701 Murrieta Rd., Space 127, Sun City CA 
92381 

30th Div., 119th Inf. Co. G—Sept., Sabetha KS— 
Richard Earll, Box 288, Union City PA 16438, 


(WWIl)— March, San Antonio TX— 
, 903 Lexington Rd., Pleasant Hill 


continued on page 48 


Blank Firing Adaptor 


For 30 cal. M1 
GARAND RIFLE 


With BLANK ADAPTOR 
installed, your rifle will fire 
blank ammunition semi- automatically. 
BLANK FIRING ADAPTOR $8.95 each, 10 for $80.00 
Please include check with order. 
Shipping charges: $4.00 per order. 
Installation instructions included. 
Catalog available for other U.S. Military gun parts. 
AMHERST ARMS 
9747 Washington Blvd., Laurel, MD 20707 
Phone Weekday Afternoons (301) 490-5394 
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Special Low Price! "S588 


FREE Exercise 
Instructions 


Vow Portable Ensy-Publ 
Stomach Trimmer 


A Slimmer, Younger Look In 2 Weeks .. . GUARANTEED 


FOR MEN, WOMEN, TEENS — Every Active Person! JUST 5 TO 10 
MINUTES A DAY — Use It In Your Home . . . Office... Hotel Room 
. . Everywhere! Very easy to carry in your gym bag or an over- 
nighter ...Just whip it out whenever you have a few spare 
minutes, and enjoy a healthful, invigorating workout. 
7a Why Put Up With A Fat Sagging Stomach . . . Have a Shape 


You Can Be Proud Of! This is the same type of exer- 
ciser that’s all the rage in Europe. Now you'll look 
great in all your clothes—even the skimpiest bikini! 
Just pull up...relax... pull up... relax... to 
tone and tighten those muscles. Durable steel- 
spring construction folded size 17x11 inches. 


PORTABLE, 


LIGHTWEIGHT, 
> o 


A 


GUARANTEED: Measurable Results In 
Just 5 To 10 Minutes A Day! Or—return 
for full refund of purchase price (except 
ship. & hdig.). Our policy is to process 
all orders promptly. We charge your 
credit card only when order is shipped. 
Delays notified promptly. Shipment guar- 
anteed within 60 days. 


eee — — — — — SATISFACTION GUARANTEED—MAIL TODAY! = == = = em me me my 


OLD VILLAGE SHOP, Dept. VZ-4973, Bidg. #9, Hanover, PA 17333 | 
' teas beet Easy out stomee Trimmer(s) Acct. No. 3 
on full money-back guarantee. j 

1 One for only $5.88 plus $2.95 ship. & hdlg. Pee Ableaee print) 
I D SAVE! Two for just $10.00 plus $3.95 ship. & hdig. Name = 
= 

1 Enclosed is $. (PA and NV res. add sales tax) naaress C) 
1 CHARGE IT: (Diners Club VISA iy TH 1 
{1} CAmerican Express (© MasterCard State Zip 1 
a ce ee ee ee ee ee ee oe oe cee ee 


No More Overgrown 
Weeds, Grass, and Brush! 


_.with Garden Way’ S am azing * Controls nuisance growth in those areas 


you want to keep under contro! — but 
new TRAIL BLAZER Sickle don’t want to mow as often as your lawn! 
Bar Mower! 


© Cuts the thickest, toughest, tallest 
vegetation including woody brush! 
Mow this 1500 sq. ft. overgrown mess... 
bai © Goes anywhere — even steep 
slopes! 
* Big 35” wide cut — powered 
wheels — mows 1500 sq. ft. 
of overgrown weeds in less 
than 5 minutes! 


in less than 5 minutes! 
— 
317 
Garden Way Manufacturing Co., Dept. A506 
102nd St. and 9th Ave., Troy, NY 12180 


YES! | want to know more about the amazing 
TRAIL BLAZER Sicklebar Mower! Please send 
me a complete FREE INFORMATION package, 
including prices, models, special SAVINGS 
OFFER, and No-Money-Down Payment Plan. 


Name. 


Address. 


City. 


State. Zip. 


©1987 Garden Way Inc. 


Two Great Ways 
to Avoid Slips and Falls 
in Bad Weather 


$34.95 


Grips® has a patented abrasive grit 

sole and self-cleaning Angle Tred 
construction, to help keep you sure- 
footed in the most slippery weather. 
Ahalf million pair have been proven effective by 
industry and the U.S. Postal Service. Grips has 
a slip-coat liner to slide on and off easily, and 
they're made to last and last. Great for both men 
and women who are concerned about safety. We 
guarantee complete satisfaction or your money 
back. Free shipping within 48 hours. 


To order, and ensure proper size, 
call Toll-Free 1-800-247-8080. 

In lowa, call 1-800-362-2860. 
Jordan David Safety Products 


P.O. Box 400, Dept. 729, Warrington, PA 18976 


HEARING AIDS 


SUPER $AVINGS! Newest. Finest. 


sara 


» Buy DIRECT & 
No salesmen. 


HOME TRIAL. rae 


Dept. VF, 9530 Langdon Ave., 
Sepulveda, Cal. 91343 


BEST BY MAIL 


Rates: Write National, Box 5, Sarasota, FL 33578 
TAKE CATALOG ORDERS. We drop-ship 2,955 best sell- 
ing specialty products. Lowest below wholesale prices. 
immediate delivery. Spectacular home business oppor- 
tunity. Free Book. SMC, 9401 DeSoto Ave., Dept. 414-74, 
Chatsworth, CA 91311-4991 
YOUR Home Becomes More Safe And Secure Using Our 
Ghost- Cassette Tape. Wilmac, 93 Lord Ave., 
Bayonne, NJ 07002 


No space for TV? Mount this space-saver on 
the wall, like hotels do. Attach it right where you 
want it for comfortable viewing from bed, sofa 
or in kitchen. Strong, sturdy black metal arms 
hold portable TV up to 15” deep. It swivels for 
easy viewing too! Check, MC or VISA. 
SPECIAL: Two for $26 plus $4.95 shpg. 
ESSEX HOUSE Dept. V2-6, Rahway, NJ 07065 


1 i (ll) ¢ ay 


The Hyatt Regency Louisville 
would like to host your next 
military reunion. We're in 
the heart of downtown, 
within walking distance 

to the Belle of Louisville 
Riverboat and the 

Galleria Mall. 

Fort Knox and the 

Patton Museum 

are only 40 

minutes away. 


For more 
information, call 
Steve Gertenbach 
collect, at 
502-587-3434. 


HYATT REGENCY€S)LOUISVILLE 


{320 WEST JEFFERSON @ LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY 40202 
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91st Inf. Div.—June, Eau Claire WI—Willis Diercks, 
376 Cannon View Dr., Red Wing MN 55066. 

97th Div., 303rd Inf., Co. D.—April, Litchfield MN— 
Clem Schlosser, Meadowood Apt. 2, Darwin MN 
55324. 

100th Inf. Div. Assn., (Florida Chapter)— April, DeLand 
FL—Hugh Creveling, 92 Ventura Dr., Dunedin FL 


inf. Div. Assn.—Sept., Mobile AL—John Gilli- 
land, 605 Northside Dr., Enterprise AL 36330. 

field NJ 07621. 

139th Ord. Bn., AM, 3037th Co—May, Washington 
DC—Bill Davis, 1012 Grove St., Wilson NC 27893. 
234th MP Co., (Supreme Hdq.)—June, Portsmouth 
NH—Warren Nickerson, 277 Aldrich Rd., Ports- 
mouth NH 03801. 

239th Combat Engrs. Bn., (WWII)—Sept., Alexander 
Bay NY—Jacob Navarro, 902 Franklin St., Water- 
town NY 13601. 


Gl COAST GUARD 


USS Garrett CTY (LST-786)—Aug., 
James Guy, 2940 Pine Branch Dr., 
32940. 

USCGC Thetis (WPC-115) (WWII)—Apr., Key West 
FL—Clive Bridges, 5750 Florida Blvd., Apt. 4, Baton 
Rouge LA 70806. 


GE MARINES 
2nd Mar. Div., 1st Bn., Co. 
Jack Mack, 2800 S. 252 


Oakland MD— 
Melbourne FL. 


Front St., dford OR 97501. 
Sth Div., Assn.—July, Tampa F! 
317 Bay Blvd., Port Richey FL 4 
7th Mar. Div., 3rd Bn.—Auzg., F 
Martin, PO Box 2 Riva MI 


Stuart Watson, 
568, 
hmond VA—George 
1140. 
Louis MO—Andy 
. Louis MO 63110, 


Doumouras, 4566 G 
10th Div., 2nd MM, 3rd Bn.—M. 
Lew Payne, 861 Roc! kdale Dr. 


94127. 

11th Amph. Trac. Bn.—May, Vincennes IN—George 
Phillips, 1 nceville IL 

24th Div., Ci pt, 


Corso, 301 Essex St., no. 206, Lynn MA 01902. 


SAVE YOUR 
HEART WITH A 
STAIR-GLIDE’ 
Heed 


Stairs need not be a prob- 
lem any longer. With a STAIR- 
GLIDE stairway lift just press a 
switch and glide up and down 
the stairs in complete comfort. 
Saves changing your house 
around or moving. Custom made 
to fit curved or straight stairs. No 
special wiring required. . .easily 
installed. For free details fill in the 
coupon below and mail to us. 


eae | 
AMERICAN STAIR-GLIDE | 
CORPORATION 
RS) 27g gest ctanone. no c1a 
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GE NAVY 

USS Alabama (BB-60), (SSBN-731)— April, Mobile AL— 
John Brown, PO Box 501, Keller TX 76248. 

USS Burns (DD-588)—April, Charleston SC—Frank 
Thames, 2753 Wyckersham PI, Fullerton CA 92633. 
USS Chicagos (CA-29), (CA-136) & (CG-11)—May, Or- 
lando FL—A.R. King, 1012 Neely St., Oviedo FL 
32765. 

USS Cleveland (CL-55)—June, Indianapolis IN—E.R. 
Poland, 843 W, 5th St., Greenfield IN 46140. 

USS Colonial (LSD-18)— March, Boston—Louis Fraga, 
2260 County St., Dighton MA 02715. 

USS Des Moines (CA-134)—Aug.,, Mercer PA—Paul 
Overly, RD 2, Box 2670, Mercer PA 16137. 

USS Eldorado (AGC-11)—Sept., Pittsburgh PA— 
Robert Persichitti, 903 S. Lincoln Rd., East Rochester 
NY 14445, 

USS Enterprise (CV-6) & USS Intrepid (CV-11)—April, 
Wichita KS—Walter Szarejko, PO Box 125, Middle- 
ville NY 13406. 

USS Fanshaw Bay (CVE-70) & Air Squadrons—June, 
Colorado Springs CO—Floyd Taylor, 436 Rose Dr., 
Security CO 80911 

USS Frank Knox (DD-742) (WWII)—May, Delran NJ— 
John Bellis, 41 Haines Mill Rd., Delran NJ 08075. 
USS Garrett County (LST-786)—Aug.—Association, 
2940 Pine Branch Dr., Melbourne 40. 
USS Hansford (APA-106)—June, Nas le TN—Billy 
Barnett, 1746 Trenton Ave., Bremerton WA 98310, 
USS Hydrus (AKA-28)—June Lowell MA—Robert Chris- 
tensen, 98 Greenfield St., Lawrence MA 01843. 

USS James C. Owens (DD-776), (WWII, Korea, Vietnam 
& ET0)—Aug., San Diego CA—Lee Warren, 500 
Southgate Ave., Daly City CA 94015. 

USS Joyce (DE-317)— Sept., Bossier City LA—Joseph 
Helminger, 1513 Huron Ave., Metairie LA 70005. 
USS LaGrange (APA-124)—May, Houston TX— Walter 
Boening RR 1, Box 176, Orange Grove TX 78372. 
USS Lavallette (DD-448)—Sept., New York City NY— 
Leonard Ennico, 766 Tuckahoe Rd., Yonkers NY 
10710. 

USS LCI (G) 726—Sept., Baltimore MD—Donald Read- 
er, 2717 Cambridge Dr., Fort Wayne IN 46808. 

USS LCS (L) 34—Sept., Lexington KY—Frank Farmer, 
419 Estes Dr., Winchester KY 40391. 

USS Lexington (CV-2)—May, Tacoma WA—Charlie 
Fowler, PO Box 1131, Lake Havasu City AZ 86403. 
USS Little (DD-803) & (DD-79)—April, Seattle WA— 
Walter Reid, 3802 41st Ave. N.E., Seattle WA 98105. 
USS Lyon (AP-71) (WWII) —June—Thomas Pecora, 25 
Adams Rd., Winchester MA 01890. 

USS (LSM-247)—June, Vincennes IN—Pervis Car- 
penter, 608 Bonvue Lake Charles LA 70605. 
USS (LST-687)—June, Greensboro NC—Fred Ingram, 
1014 Piney Grove Rd., Kernersville NC 27284. 

USS (H), (LST-951)—June, New Orleans LA—Don 
Heuer, RT 7, Box 454, Batesville AR 72501. 

USS (LST-1091) (WWIl)—July, Charleston SC 
Furman Fowler, 1 Murray Circle 52, Cheraw SC 
29520. 

USS Mansfield (DD-728)7—Aug, Boston MA—Herbert 
Miller, 7 Perry St., Somerville MA 02143. 

USS McCaffery (0D-860)—.June, Norfolk VA—Gordon 
Leiser, 417 Adirondack Ave., Spotswood NJ 08884, 
USS Melville (AD-2)—July, Annap James 
West, 4 Melbourne Ln., Greenville 9615. 
USS Motive (AM-102)—April, Schulenburg TX—Ed 
Clifford, Rt. 3, Box 226 AA, Schulenburg TX 78956. 
USS Murray (DD-576)—March, Oak Lawn IL—John 
Opitz 9345 Menard, Oak Lawn IL 60453. 

USS Newport News (CA-148)—June, Norfolk VA— 
Franklin Ragland, 8337 Kanter Ave., Norfolk VA 
23518. 

USS Ormsby (APA-49)— May, Nashville TN —Herbert 
Matta, 514 Meadowview Rd., Forest Grove OR 97116. 
USS (PC-1137)—June, Louisville KY—Dick Hof, 907 
Exmoor Ave., Louisville KY 40223. 

USS Peterson (DE-152)—July, Reno NV—Russell Jen- 
sen, 1324 Stanley Rd., Plainfield IN 46168. 

USS Portland (CA-: 33)_—May, Denver CO—Reunion 


Assn., PO Box 515191, Dallas TX 7525-5191. 
River Patrol Force TF116 (Riv: June, Franklin 
Park IL—Bill Park, 2615 Sil ek Dr., Franklin 


Park IL 601% 
USS San Jacinto (CVL-30) & (CVL-CVE) & USS Bataan 
(CVL-29)—April, Pasadena TX—James Lohr, 738 
Campbell Dr., Belpre OH 45714. 

Tin Can Sailors of Mid-West States—March, Oak 
Lawn IL—John Opitz, 9345 Menard, Oak Lawn IL 
60453. 
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From Europe The Ultimate in 


HISTORIC SHIP 
MODEL KITS. 


H E R N IA APPLIANCES 
FOR COMFORT! 
You can enjoy heavenly 
comfort night and day at 
work or at play! Send for 
FREE illustrated booklet. 
BROOKS APPLIANCE COMPANY 
940 East State St., Marshall, Mich. 49068 


Plank-on-frame Construction 


US.M1911 
45 AUTO. 


World famous kits from Europe. 
Large, magnificent replicas (many over 
4 feet long!) with beautiful walnut and 
mahogany planking, fittings and details 
exquisitely cast in bronze, brass and rare 
hardwoods. Large scale plans, step-by- 
step instructions, all materials included. 
VHS Video tape cassette on howto build 
also available. 


10 SCARCE 
INDIAN 
HEAD 
PENNIES 


$11.00 


Start your coin collection with 10 different 
dates of scarce Indian Head Pennies and 
a FREE coin holder to put them in. 


Brochures included with order and your 
name placed on our mailing list for future 
catalogs. 


Add $1.50 postage. IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT. 
Money-back guarantee. 
VILLAGE COIN SHOP, INC. DEPT. V 
PLAISTOW, NH 03865 


Send for 64-pg. full-color catalog 
only $1.00 


MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY! 
MODEL EXPO, INC. VF-27S 
23 Just Road, Fairfield, N.J. 07007 


Please send me a full color ship model catalog. 
$1.00 is enclosed. 


1 
1 
1 
Name I 
I 
! 


Address. 
City 
State. Zip. 


CENTURY 


The Affordable 
Award-Winning 
Communities 

of Florida 


+ YOURS FOR: 

«+ PERMANENT 
RETIREMENT 
LIVING 

« SECOND HOME 
LIVING 

« INVESTMENT 
HOMES 


AT $16,900! ~ 


Century Communities offer you a wide range of Fun-in-the-Sun choices in new 
mobile home living, including communities with . .. waterfront living and marinas... 
golf course living. . . large clubhouses... heated swimming pools. . . Jacuzzi whirl- 
pools . . . plus many other amenities. To save you money and offer convenience, 
Century has its own Travel Club Agency and Merchant Discount Program. 

Some are double-wide communities with prices from $29,000 and some are single- 
wide communities with prices from $16,900. 


All12 Communities have | Learn about the choices along with the advantages avail- | 

Guaranteed Lifetime Leases | able to you as offered by Florida's largest provider of new | 

and are Developed ! mobile home communities: ! 

1 MAIL TO: | 

1 

and Operated by 1 CENTURY COMMUNITIES (813) 647-1581 | 

—CENTURY— H P.O. Box 5252 * Lakeland, FL 33803 
I 

Choice locations include | “*™* | 

Ocala, Leesburg, Wildwood, | Street Address i 

Tampa-Plant City, Winter i City. State. Zip H 

Haven, Lakeland, Haines ! VEF | 

City, Sebring and Eustis. | Phone ( ) sspaormss 


The 


king column is published on a first-come 
ed b bmission forms are available 
from VFW Magazine, Seeking, 406 W. 34 St., Kansas 
City MO 64111. 


8th AF, 493rd Bomb Gp., 862nd Sqdn.—Seeking Frank 
E. McCann for reunion?—Duane Wineinger, Tribune 
KS 67879, Seymour Deutsch, 300 Edwards St., 
Roslyn Hts. NY 11577. 

24th Div., 71th FA Bn., Btry. C., (Japan, 1952)—Seeking 
Melvin Lander—Elvin Merk, 3904 S. Holbrook, Sioux 
Falls SD 57106. 

39th Bde. Gp., 60th Bomb Sqdn., (Guam)—Reunion?— 
AP. Gergely, PO Box 27281 W. Portal Station, San 
Francisco CA 94127, 

1st Aviation Bgde. Assn.—Seeking information about 
organization, which I joined last June, but have 
never received acknowledgement other than can- 
celled check, also need group's address—James 
Simpson, 1§ Haynor St., Galesburg IL 61401 
Seeking information to update add- 
ry Hansen, 1115 Visalia Dr., Costa 


Mesa CA 92626, 
USS Heermann (DD-532) (1957) & USS Bowers (APD- 
40) (1958)—Reunion?—Clarence 
Cannon, RT 5 Chick Spring Rd., Taylors SC 29687. 

USS Gilmer (DD-233)—Scecking William Wyckoff and 


Jack Holderman—Robert Young, 602 Surry Rd 
Wenatchee WA 98801 

579th Ord. Co., 227th Ord. Det., Nike Pitn.— Reunion? 
Bernard Case, 1098. Haley St., East Camden AR 
T1701 

86th Div., 342nd Inf., Co. E. (WWH)—Secking Jack 
Wood—E.P. Brown, 2612 Harvard Ave., Durham ME, 
27703. 

945th FA Bn.— Reunion?—George Buck, 726 50th St 
Des Moines LA 50312. 
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MEN’S WIDE SHOES 


EE-EEEEEE, SIZES 5-13 

Extra width for men who need it. 
Excellent variety, styling 
and quality. Send for 
a CATALOG. 


THE WIDEST 
oly OF THE 
‘ST SHOES 
ANYWHERE! 


HITCHCOCK SHOES, INC. 
Dept. 10B, Hingham, MA 02043 


MAGNATRAG. 


Bulldozer Kit! 


LOW-COST 
CRAWLER 
POWER! 


@ NEW ENGINE - 
18 hp Twin Cylinder 
@ NEW POWER - 
4500 Ibs. Max. Pull 
@ NEW LOADER - 
Lifts 750 Ibs. to 7% ft. 
@ NEW BACKHOE - 
Digs & Loads to 8 ft. 


Catalog — showing 
Magnatrac—Kit 
construction & 
uses 

Plans — for build- 
ing a Magnatrac 
from local_ma- 
terials .... $7.00 


STRUCK-KIT Dept: VF-27 
Cedarburg, Wisconsin 53012 
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Live the active life 
and love it. 


Jayne and | were 
amazed by the 
value of Marion 
Landing, an adult 
community set 
among the lush, 
rolling hills of 
Ocala, in Central 
Florida. Here, 
friendly neighbors 
enjoy the comfort 
of their own 
By Steve Allen spacious, double- 
or triple-wide 
manufactured homes and the security of owning 
their own land. There's a $1 million clubhouse 
with 8 bowling lanes. A fitness/health center. 
Huge, T-shaped pool. Tennis and shuffleboard. 
Billiards. And much more. All near shopping 
malls, medical centers, fishing, beaches and 
attractions like Disney World and Silver 
Springs. Send now for the full story. Free. 


Florida homes for active 
adults from $29,950 es 


Toll-Free: 1-800-322-6660 


ccc--Cere er 1 


Send FREE color brochure and informa- 
| tion on 3-day, 2-night visiting program. | 
| Name = | 
| Address | 
City State _——_ Zip} ——* 


| dé ARIONTANDING ! 


| 6374 S.W. 84 Place., Ocala, FL 32676 
in Florida, call (904) 237-7247 
VF 287 5 


100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 


Rods Reels Lures Boating 
Camping Outdoor Clothing 


Hunting Gifts and Much More 


FREE 


CATALOG SUBSCRIPTION 


I Mail today to reserve your Spring issue! | 
| 


1 
we ! 
ieee 
| cry i] 
: STATE zr ! 

407-792"4 ' 
9 Sidney 
ree as aN 00100, 


“T was ready to 
give up gardening.” 


Kathy R. Whitehead 


L et’s face it: I'm not as spry 

as | used to be. So when | 

spend hours in the hot sun hoeing or 
weeding, | usually end up aching all 
over. | was beginning to think, “Who 
needs it?” 

Then | bought a 20-/b. Mantis 
Lightweight. Let me tell you, that 
Mantis is a miracle. What used to 
take me hours now takes minutes. 
And the Mantis is so light and easy to 

use, | don’t get 
tired or sore any- 
more. 

What's more, 
my garden has 
never looked bet- 
ter. Mantis tills the 
soil to a nice, fluffy 
loam. Weeds like 


a dream, too. Makes gardening a 
pleasure again! 

I'm so glad | found the Mantis 
Lightweight before | gave up for 
good. 


3-Week, Risk-Free Trial 


Call Toll Free 1-800-344-4030 
(In PA Call 1-800-342-0052) 
Or Mail This Coupon Today. 


inufacturing C 
1458 County Line Rd., Dept. 26027 
Huntingdon Valley, PA 19006 


Please rush me full details on the marvelous Mantis 
Lightweight. 


Cheney Liberty® Stair Lifts 
make getting 
up and down affordable. 


* ng 


If climbing stairs is a problem, Cheney's 
new Liberty’ Lifts for straight stairways 
let you ride comfortably from floor to 
floor. And best of all, they're affordable. 


* Unmatched in quality and price 
* Cog-drive reliability 
* Wide comfortable seat and 
footrest 
* Unbeatable limited warranty 
For curved or spiral stairways, ask 
about the Cheney Wecolator’ Stairway 
Elevator. 
For more information, write or call 
Toll Free 1-800-782-1222 
In WI, 1-800-552-7711. 
helping people help themselves” 


CHENEY Liberty’ Stair Lifts 


Dept. VF, PO. Box 188, 2445 S. Calhoun Rd. 
New Berlin, WI 53151 


CUSTOM EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS 
PINS @ DECALS e CAPS 
— MADE FROM YOUR DESIGN — 
HIGHEST QUALITY/LOWEST PRICES ANYWHERE 
FREE CATALOG/PRICES/SAMPLE 
STADRI, 61VF JANE ST., N.Y., N.Y. 10014 


CALL FOR IMMEDIATE PRICE QUOTE 
(212) 929-2293 


TRAPS wits 20° s.0 


Li 
‘Traps without injury squirrels, chipmunks, rabbits, mink, fox, 
raccoons, stray animals, pets, etc. Sizes for every need. Also 
traps for fish, sparrows, pigeons, turtles, quail, etc. Save on our 
low factory prices. Send no money. Write for free catalog and 
trapping secrets. MUSTANG MFG. CO., Dept. N 31, Box 
920947, Houston, Tex. 77292 


SIZES: 5-11 
WIDTHS: B-EEE 


FINE MENS’ 
SHOES 


Looks just like ordinary shoes except hidden 
inside is a height increasing innermold. Choose 
from a wide selection of Elevators, including dress 
shoes, boots and casuals. Satisfaction guaranteed. 
Exceptionally comfortable. Call or write today for 
your FREE color catalog so you can look 2" taller 
in almost no time. TOLL FREE 1-800-343-3810 
ELEVATORS® 

RICHLEE SHOE COMPANY, DEPT. VF72 

P.O. Box 3566, Frederick, MD 21701 


18 KT 


IT'S OFFICIAL! Now, you can get an ARMY, NAVY, 
MARINE or AIR FORCE RING, no matter how long 
it has been since you served! Here's the ring you 
so manly and so 


> 


GOLD ... not ordinary plating but certified HEAVY 
GOLD Electroplate that will last and last! Big. 
3 CARAT Multi-faceted, Ruby-Red Stone. It’s the 
ring you can really wear with pride because you 
served your country well. Available in sizes 7-13. 
No. 5623—Armed Services Ring 

i Special: Two only $22.95 


past ine items ordered on 30 DAY TRIAL—complete 
xcep 
Ea} N.Y.S, Customers MUST add Sales Tax. 


FOSTER-TRENT INC., 2345 POST ROAD, 


kkkkkkkee YOUR VERY OWN Aaa KK 


ARVED SERVICES 


LAYERED IN GENUINE 


SET WITH A RUBY-RED 3 CARAT FACETED STONE 


postage & handling). My payment is enclosed including 1.25 for postage & handling. 


HiNGS 


MARINE 


AIR FORCE 


GOLD 


SENT TO YOU FOR 60 DAY HOME TRIAL — 
2 MONTHS TO DECIDE! 


Now, there's really nothing to lose. Request 1 ring] 
or 10 on a 60 DAY HOME TRIAL. Let us send them 
to you for 60 days. Wear them, enjoy them, all a 
our risk. If you are not thrilled after the 60 days} 
you'll get a full refund (less postage & handling). 
You must send check, cash or money order to} 
qualify. 


WHEN ORDERING: SEND SIZE OR A SLIP OF 
PAPER CUT TO YOUR SIZE—BE SURE TO SPECIFY 
ARMY, NAVY, MARINE OR AIR FORCE 


satisfaction GUARANTEED or my money back promptly 
(Sorry! No 


DEPT. 567BF. LARCHMONT, N.Y. 10538 
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USS Howard W. Gilmore (AS-16)—Reunion?—Walter 
Cliffe, 150 Oak Leaf Dr., St. Charles MO 63301. 
1213 MP Co. (WWIl)—Reunion?-Mike Yergovich, 5906 
N. Melvina, Chicago IL 60646 

1st/69th Armor Co. B—Seeking Wayne Knowles, Don- 
ald Lambert and Lt. Delorio—Gregory La Tourette, 
R1 Perrysville IN47974. 

80th Inf., Co. G—Reunion?—Louis Gelor- 


AZ 85635. 
74th AAA, Btry. eeking John Huczka— 
Henry Malczyk, 667 Lynne Dr., South Hampton PA 
18966. 

71st Div., 5th Inf., HQ Co.—Seeking Edward Deptula 
and Carl Newbold—Stanley Moore, Box 81, Savery 
WY 82332. 


+ ——- SATISFACTION GUARANTEED — MAIL COUPON TODAY! 
OLD VILLAGE SHOP, Dept. FM-5739, 
Bldg. #9, Hanover, PA 17333 
Please rush ___ prs. of the Genuine Leather "Wing-Tip Brogue” (s) 
for the amazing low price of just $19.88 pr. plus $3.60 postage and. | 
handling on full money-back guarantee | 
(D SAVE MORE! Order two pairs for just $38.00 plus $6.90 postage 

and handling on same money-back guarantee. 


ral 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| prs. Black (M271981B) Size Width 

| prs. Brown (M2719998) Size wiath | 
Enclosed is $___ (NV res. add sales tax) | 

| (Please add $2.00 for wide width.) 

| CHARGE IT: C) American Express C) Diners Club | 
CO MasterCard () Visa | 

| Acc't. No Exp. Date | 

| PRINT NAME 

| AboREss | 
city STAT zp | 

| | Check here and send 606 for a year’s subscription to our ful-color catalog of fine 


its (M289892X). Our policy is to process all orders promptly. We charge your 
Credit card only when order s shipped. Delays notified promptly. Shipment guaran- 
teed within 60 days, 


© HHA. Inc, 1987 


Got a Minit? 
Make 


In just a “‘minit’’ you can enter 
the fast and easy, fun and 
profitable world of button- 

making with Badge-A-Minit 

These 2%" plastic coated 
buttons are fun to make, 
fun to wear and easy to 
sell at flea markets, 
fairs, conventions or 
sporting events. Supply buttons for community events, 
businesses or churches. 

For $26.95 you get a hand held press, a set of 5 
assembly rings and enough designs and metal parts 
to make 10 buttons. To order additional button parts 
see the catalog included with every order. 

Order today or send for a FREE catalog. Call 
1-800-223-4103 (In IL 815-224-2090) 


Badge A Minit, Dept. V-287, 348 North 30th Rd., 
Box 800, LaSalle, IL 61301, Phone. 1-800-223-4103 (In 
IL 815-224-2090) 

(8 Send me the Badge-A-Minit Starter Kit for only $26.95 plus 


$1.75 shipping (IL residents add $1.68 tax) 
VISA 


c ) MasterCard 


Card No. 


Exp. Date 
(1am not ordering now, but please send me a FREE catalog 


Name 


Address 


City 


State 
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uy Direct at 
Factory Wholesale Prices 


Viet Nam Jungle Boot 


Top quality leather, rubber sole & heel vulcanized to 
canvas upper. Steel reinforced solé — Nylon webbing on 
sides & top. Steel shank — Leather inner sole, Color OD 
Green. Available in D width only. 


Order No. Size 
07 7D 

08 8D 

09 9D 
010 10D 
011 11D 
012 12D 
$29 95 List Price 


$19.95 


Our Price 


Add $3.00 for shipping and handling. Add $2.00 for 
camouflage boots. Wholesale Catalog FREE with order 
featuring hundreds of quality, survival and sporting 
goods items. 


Call TOLL FREE 1-800-662-BEAR for CO D., Mas: 
terCard & Visa. Send number & expiration date. In 
Georgia call 1-800-521-BEAR 


Bear Sports, Inc. 
Dept. VF27 + P.O. Box 22 
Thomasville, Georgia 31799 


JUST 


95 EACH 


PIVOTING 
METAL STOC 


ACTUALLY 
FOLOS 


REMOVABLE 
MAGAZINE 


INGRAM M-11 
SEMI-AUTOMATIC 
The first choice of 

Special Forces, S. WAT. 
Teams and Police. With 
this realistic action 

‘model you can fire the 
pellets as fast as you can 
pull the trigger 


JARGET MAGNUM” 
REVOLVER 


This mode! handgun 
fires pellets as 
fast as you can 
pull the trigger 

Load all 50 pellets 
and fire away 


Extra long target barrel and 

he-man grips combine to give 
unusual accuracy The realistic 
cylinder reloads quickly with 10 pellets 


COLT “LONG RIFLE” 
TARGET PISTOL 
This full-size model of the COLT 


target pistol fires all 50 pellets as 
fast as you can pull the trigger. 


PELLET FIRING TARGET PISTOLS 
FREE: TARGETS & 50 REUSEABLE PELLETS 


‘Send me the 100% super-tough plastic pellet-inng weapon(s) checked 
below along with FREE targets & 50 reusable plastic pellets. Enclosed is 
$4.95 + 95¢ for postage & handling for each weapon I'm ordering 
(Mich res. add sales tax ) If not satisfied you'll refund my money. 
COINGRAM M-11 CO“TARGET MAGNUM” 
SEMI-AUTOMATIC REVOLVER 
Cl 44 MAGNUM 180 CICOLT LONG RIFLE 
SEMI-AUTOMATIC ——_SEMI-AUTOMATIC 


Name 


Address: 


City/State/Zip 
GUARANTEED DISTRIBUTORS, Dept. 270AP81 
County Road 687, Hartford, Michigan 49057 


118th FA, Btry. F. (WWI) —Reunion?—Margaret Hepp- 
ner, PO Box 147, Pinconning MI 48650. 

2nd Div., 38th Inf. (Korea)—Reunion?—William Gar- 
vey, 142 Greenbriar Townhouse Way, Las Vegas NV 
89121 

101st Abne. Div., 326th Abne. Eng.—Seeking Sgt. Carl 
Kegley—Floyd DeLong, 1228 Schuylkill Ave., Read 
ing PA 19601. 

15th Army HQ ETO (WWIl)—Seeking Sgt. John Reeves— 
Forest Martel, RFD 1, Box 439, Moultonboro NH 
03254. 

38th ADG Repair Sqdn. (WWII)—Seeking Allen Letson 
and Jack Tucker—Ray Martin, 19 E. Main, Green- 
brier AR 72058. 
381st Bomb Gp. (H)— 
ground bomb explo: 
Fred Paine, 617 Martha § 
12th AF, 562nd SAW Bn., Hi t 
Holler, 615 S. Oakland, Villa Park, IL 60181. 

454th Bomb Gp. (WWIl)—Reunion?—454th BG Assn., 
PO Box 678, Wheat Ridge CO 80034. 

OA-10A of the 2nd ERS —Seeking those who made the 
first successful rescue on July 27, 1944—W.J. Amos, 
6225 Mossman PI, NE., Albuquerque NM 87110. 
10th AF, 7th Bomb Gp. H, 492nd Bomb Sqdn.—Seeking 
Edward Charlet—Walter Kappel, Rt. 3, 1732 Hwy. 
13, Friendship WI 53 4 

12th & 15th AF (WWII, N. Africa & Italy)—Reunion?— 
John Collens, PO Box 735, El Dorado CA 95623. 
316th Bomb Wing—Seeking Irving Kamerka—Fred 
Rosen, 140-15 man PL, Bronx NY 10475. 

USS Wisconsin 64)—Reunion?—Steve Dugas, 
Box 187, Slovan PA 15078. 

67th NCB—Reunion?—Joseph Cronin, 108 Laura 
Hill Rd., St. Peters MO 63376. 

USS Knox (APA-46) Signaimen only —Reunion?— 
Marlin Clevenger, PO Box 135, Grasonville MD 
21638. 

USS LST (803)—Reunion?—Bob Sanders, 1418 Huff- 
man Dr., So. Bend IN 46614. 

USS YMS (326)—Reunion?—William Rodgers, 317 N. 
Seton Ave., Box 272, Emmitsburg MD 21727. 

USS LST (263) (WWII)—Reunion?—Jim Petitpren, 
865 Galbraith Line, Melvin MI 48454. 

Base Hosp. No. 17 (Hollandia, New Guinea)— Reunion? — 
Richard Dench, Sheridan Ave., Ho Ho Kus NJ 07423. 
USS Rockbridge (APA-228)—Reunion?—-M.E. Cour 
sey, 806 Temple Dr., Raleigh NC 27609. 

Navy Air Tech. Training Command Transportation Dept. 
(Millington TN.)—Reunion?— Mock Swicegood, Rt. 18 
Box 148 D., Lexington NC 2. 

USS William Blount (gun crew, Sevastapol, Russia , 
1945)—Reunion?—Pelton Holland, Rt. 1, Box 108, 
Vina AL 35593. 

USS LST (H) 951—Reunion?—Don Heur, Rt. 7 Box 
454, Batesville AR 72501. 

USS Chadron—Seeking information for a book— 
Robert Touve, 1262 Redwood, El Cajon CA 92021. 
USS LST (208)—Reunion?—Charles Alexander, RFD 
No. 3, Box 361, Canton NY 13617. 

USS Virginia (Oct., 1945)—Reunion?—Normand Hoov. 
er, 547 Main St., Moosic PA 18507. 

13th Ord. AVP Co., 8th Army (Korea, 1950)—Seeking 
Willard Stubbe—Floyd Huckins, Box 304, Troy NH 
03465. 

180th QM Co., (N. Africa, Italy)—Seeking former mem- 
bers—Frank Radford, 1601 No. College Ave., 344, 
Fort Collins CO 80524. 

16th Armored Div. Assn.— Reunion?—Steve Chylinski, 
7926 Twin Oaks Dr., Broadview Hts. OH 44147-1021. 
78th AAA, Btry. A., (Attu)—Reunion?—Charles John- 
sen, 95 Malone Ave., Staten Island NY 10306. 

35th Div., 137th Inf., 3rd Med. Army Corp: Seeking 
George Lott—Harvey Hoch, 611 Bath Ave., 
Catasauqua PA 18032. 

90th Div., 359th Inf., Co. C.—Seeking Lt., Paul Marshall 
and Lt., Paul Larsen—Thomas Medlin, 1102 S. 
Maxey St., Sherman TX 75090. 

285th Eng. Combat Bn., ETO—Reunion?— Arnold Schin- 
del, 18-03 Split Rock Rd., Fair Lawn NJ 07410. 
81st Div., 323rd Inf., Ist Btry.. Co. C.—Reunion? 
Theodore Orzechowski, 2410 Ash St., Erie PA 16503- 
2129. 

110th Gen. Hosp.—Reunion?—Donovan Schroyer, 
1505 Broadway St., Vincennes IN 47591 

Spec. Oper. Det., Spec. Forces— Reunion? —John Nor 
wood, 1507 E. Washington, Alpha-8, Urbana IL 
61801 


continued on page 54 
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EARN __. 
EXTRA CASH 
EverySaturday 

Morning! 


MEN’S 
GENUINE 
DEERSKIN 
‘CASUAL 


WOMEN’S 
GENUINE 
DEERSKIN 
CASUAL 
Earn up to $18.50 a pair selling 
quality Mason Shoes to friends 
and neighbors. 


You can earn $10 to $20 extra 
in spare-time, weekend or 
evening hours. Take orders 
from friends and neighbors 
for quality Mason Shoes. 
Show them our beautiful full- 
color catalog with over 400 
up-to-date styles for men and 
women in sizes 4-16, widths 
AA-EEEE. Write their order— 
the cash deposit is your 
commission. You invest 
nothing! Rush coupon today 
for Free Starting Kit plus 
exciting Prize and Bonus 


Call Toll Free 1-800- 
826-7030, Ext. F-281, In 
WI 1-800-472-7003, 

Ext. F-281, or write today 
for free catalog. 


MASON SHOE MFG. COMPANY 
DEPT. F-280 

1251 First Avenue 

Chippewa Falls, WI 54774 


RUSH FREE COLOR 
CATALOG & FREE STARTING KIT TO: 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY. 


STATE ZIP 
a 2 a 


Planer Molder Saw 


E> FD Ra 


Now you can use this ONE power-feed shop to turn’ 
rough lumber into moldings, trim, flooring, furniture 
—ALL popular patterns. RIP-PLANE-MOLD . . . sepa- 
rately or all at once with a single motor. Low Cost 
. + » You can own this power tool for only $50 down. 
jal} SEND FOR 
30-Day FREE Trial! exciting acts 
NO OBLIGATION-NO SALESMAN WILL CALL 
FOLEY-BELSAW CO. 
RUSH COUPON 91021 FIELD BLDG. 
KANSAS CITY, MO. 64111 


ia | 
Foley-Belsaw Co 1 
u 91021 Field Bldg H 
1 Kansas City, Mo. 64111 H 
H Please send me complete facts about § 
10 YES PLANER—MOLDER - SAW and 1 
: details about 30-day trial offer. H 
1 1 
Name = ar | 
[Address — 1 
tity ee ' 
1 
Stil’, paeeseasuwse ba a 


WANTED...10,000 VN VETS 


FOR" THE ULTIMATE R&R" 
in Bangkok , Thailand. 


For free details, write to: 

THE MANHATTAN TRANSFER CO., LTD. 
Suite No, 61, 36 Soi Lang Suan, 

Bangkok, 10500 Thailand. 


PROTECT YOUR VALUABLES 
AND IMPORTANT PAPERS! 


‘A Sentry Safe for your home is “peace of mind” for you! And 
think of the convenience! It's like having a 24-hour safe- 
deposit box right at home! 
= 200 pounds of protection 
+ Burglar-resistant  U.L. Listed 
* Tax deductible * Fire-Resistant 
+ Free delivery, continental U.S. 


* Low, low prices! 
© FURNITURE CABINETS 
for “‘concealed”” 
protection 
WRITE FOR 
FREE CATALOG! 


00, Value-tique, Inc. 


nbn) Dept. M-966 © Box 67 


Leonia, N.J. 07605 
Everything You Need To Know About 
FLORIDA RETIREMENT 
LIVING 

(And Didn’t Know Who To Ask) 
If you are considering FLORIDA Retire- 
ment, this Book is a MUST! You can pro- 
tect yourself by reading this informative 
80-page book compiled by Art Becker- 
man, Editor of Florida’s Sunshine State 
Senior Citizen magazine. Compiled with 
maps, charts, photos and just plain talk, 
it tells you everything you need to make a 
wise and profitable decision for a happy 
Florida retirement. Learn what to look 
for and what to look out for. 
Send $4.95 Plus $1.00 Postage to: 


FLORIDA RETIREMENT BOOK - Dept. 4-B 
P.O. Box 850 _ Lady Lake, Florida 32659 


Are You In Parades? Like To Handle ‘‘The Merchandise?” 


Display & Enjoy Your Medals! 


WALNUT STAINED 
LIFETIME 


TROPHY CASE 


becomes in 3 seconds... an 


Open COLLECTORS TRAY! 


Are your brass and ribbons stuffed ina 
drawer or shoebox, gathering dust? They 
could be gathering compliments in this 
designer's TROPHY CASE! Holds 8 by 10 
inches worth of your military awards and 
mementos. Hangs, or stands with easel 
any side up. Great desk or wall conversa- 
tion piece. Instantly, it opens into a Por- 
table Collectors Tray — and then you can 


lush backing, with 5/8" clearance between 
the glass front for even the bulkiest 
medals or awards. No fuss. No tools. No 
lifting. Lifetime use! Great design. Walnut 
stained hardwood frame ‘accents your 
display. Only $24.95 . (Try and get a decent 
picture frame for even twice that price!) 


CHECK IT OUT WITHOUT RISK 
You'll get a TROPHY CASE that is hand- 
some and useful with a tray that slips out 
of its case as easily as a box of chocolates 
for-a low price. We guarantee you'll be 


delighted with the quality and value of this | 


item or your money back. 


FREE OFFICIAL ORDER OF PRECEDENCE CHART 
Every Award, Citation, etc 
$1 VALUE — YOURS TO KEEP FREE REGARDLESS. 


| Please rush my Trophy Case, Plus FREE Chart 
of Precedence. Also send FREE Catalog 

| Sheets containing 100's of ribbons, minature 
medals, badges and patches. 


Enclosed is my check 
fora 5x7" trophy case at $19.45 


Money order 


11” x 14” trophy case at $29.45 
ADD UPS SHIPPING CHARGE OF $4.00 PER 
I CASE. Must have street address for UPS 
| delivery. No APO's or Foreign delivery! 
Print Name_ 
Address 
| City 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
8" x 10" trophy case at $24.45 | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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181st Sig. Depot Co. (Korean War)—Reunion?—Amm- 
on Peffley, 400 S. College St., Myerstown PA 17067. 
USS J. Franklin Bell (APA-16)—Reunion?—Chet Maki, 
833 Ivy Ln., Hutchinson MN 55350. 

83rd Ord. Co. HM—Reunion?—Garland Eanes, PO 
Box 543, Colonial Heights VA 23834. 

USS LCI (L) 553 (WWII)—Seeking Donald C. Dubrul 
and Frank Stone—Robert Burke, 209 S. Shiawassee 
St., Corunna MI 48817. 

jase at Roosevelt Roads, Puerto Rico (May, 1944 
1946)—Reunion?—William Russell, 3916 Idu- 
mea Rd., Corryton TN 37721. 


USS Wayne (APA-54) (1943-46)—Seeking John Hart- 
man & John Mostiller—Bernard Hassett, PO Box 
AVE 
ti pairs 5 He 3 12" 44.50 
IF YOU 4 for 58.90 
2 for All 5: $7: 
HABAND -36-37- 
265 N. Sth Street nae 43-4 
Please send 
pairs of slacks. 


4 


3 


363, Luray VA 22835. 
ORDER NOW! 
Paterson, N.J. 07530 


A Cadet Blue 
B | Suede Tan 
Cc Black 

D | Forest Green 
E | Charcoal Grey 


| Check enclosed 
or Charge: |) Visa 


()MasterCard 
7K9-031 


“BIG MEN'S SIZE CHARGE 
‘ADD $1.75 PER PAIR. 


Acct, # ___ Exp. Date: __j_ 
GUARANTEE: If for any reason | do not choose to wear the 
slacks, | We] return them within 30 days for a full refund of every 
penny | paid you 
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Apt. #. 


r 
! 
! 
! 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
! 
! 
! 
1 
! 
| 
! 
! 
1 
! 
1 
1 
| 
! 
1 
! 
! 
! 
' 
' 
! 
1 
1 
1 
! 
1 
' 
1 
1 
1 


FLORIDA LIVING! 


Free information — all adult 
manufactured home community. 
EAST SIDE VILLAGE 
P.O. Drawer 2939 
Lake City, Fl. 32055 


ATTENTION NAVY VETS 


We have History of all wy Ships up till Vietnam War. ; 
Send Shi ane and Hull 

postage & hai 

ships sank in WWII i ecvers'anel HON And get Of thw find 
a shipmate list.. 


Send To: Seaweeds Ship's History 
2 


P.O. Box 9: 
Sistersville, WV 26175 
Certificate is script and suitable for framing. 


Troubled With Getting Up Nights 
Pains In Back, Hips, Legs 


PAST 40 Nervousness, Tiredness 


If you are disturbed by these symptoms, your 
troubles may be caused by glandular inflammation 
of your prostate. Methods that merely give tempor- 
ary relief for this condition cannot be expected to 
remove the cause of your trouble. 

The Excelsior Institute Clinic, devoted to the 
NON-SURGICAL methods of treatment for dis- 


eases peculiar to older men, has a new FREE 
BOOK that tells how these troubles may be cor- 
rected. The NON-SURGICAL treatments de- 
scribed in this book require no surgery, hospitaliza- 


tion or long period of convalescence. Treatments 
take but a short time and the cost is reasonable. 
Write today. This book may prove of utmost im- 
to you. No obligation. 
Excelsior Institute Clinic, Dept. 115B 
410 E. Broadway, Excelsior Springs, Mo. 64024 
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# (if LST), $5.00 plus $1.50 _ 
. Also FREE complete list of all U.S. 


“,. and some day they will try to tempt you 
with a purple plastic worm. 
Try not to bust a gut laughing.” 


Repetitious 
“I’m sure you'll like Tom, Dad. I think 
he’s a very nice young man.” 

“Yes, but does he have any 
money?” 

“Oh, you men are all alike. Tom 
asked the very same thing about 
you.” 


Logic 
Two youngsters were watching tele- 
vision on Saturday morning. Just as 
the adventure show came to a cli- 
max, Bill turned off the set. 

“What did you do that for?” John 
asked. 

“Because I gotta go to the bath- 
room and I don’t want to miss any- 
thing.” 


Trust 
Americans trust in God. You can tell 
by the way they drive. 


Tact 

Aman who was fed up with people 
who dropped in without calling final- 
ly devised a plan. 

“When my doorbell rings, I put on 
my coat and hat before I open the 
door. If it’s someone I don’t want to 
see, I merely say, ‘I’m going out. So 
sorry.’ If it’s someone I want to see, I 
say, ‘That’s great timing. I just came 
int 


Best 
Casey Stengel, the grand old man of 
baseball, turned up in Florida one 
winter wearing a brand new hearing 
aid. When asked about it, he replied 
that it was the best hearing aid 
made and had cost him $1,500. 
“My!” said the questioner, “that 
must be a good one. What kind is it?” 
“Half past four,” replied Casey, 
glancing at his watch. 


Success 

The greenhorn was bragging to his 
buddy about how good a hunter he 
was. Just as they arrived at their 
cabin he said, “You get a fire started 
and I'll go shoot us something for 
supper.” 

He had been gone only a couple of 
minutes when he met a bear, 
dropped his gun and ran back to the 
cabin, with the bear right behind 
him. Just as he reached the cabin, he 
slipped and fell. The bear was going 
too fast to stop and skidded right in 
through the cabin door. 

The greenhorn got up, closed the 
door, and from outside shouted: 
“Skin that one now, and I'll go get us 
another.” 


John Barleycorn 

One mother related that she learned 
how well she had taught her child- 
ren the evil of liquor when her young- 
est, a TV cowboy fan, brought her a 
picture he had drawn of acowboy in 
a saloon. 

“But don’t worry, Mother,” he 
quickly assured her. “He isn’t going 
to drink anything. He just went in 
there to shoot a man.” 


Relax 
Husband giving wife a bouquet of 
flowers: 

“Now don't go all to pieces, honey. 
Somebody left them on the bus.” 


ob 
\ieaile - 
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“Have you been waiting 
long, dear?” 
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REAL LEATHER 
BOOTS 24: 
from PORTUGAL! 


Men whose executive duties require executive dress but whose turf 
includes some all weather tough going will welcome this extradordinary 
fine footwear Double Value! Wear them with your best suit, to the finest 
office. Or wear them for Comfort First with your favorite jeans. Either 
way, these beautifully crafted Royal Leather Deluxe Boots from 
Portugal are a most worthwhile investment! 


* Exquisite fit and comfort in Your Exact Size! 
¢ Full Support All-Weather Long Wear heel & sole! 
* Common sense “Easy-on, Easy-Off” Side Zipper! 
* Soft, genuine Royal Leather Luxury! 


NOT $75! These obvious and 
substantial savings are possible only 
by mail, direct to your door, 


eliminating costly middlemen. 
No shopping, no running 
around town! Use this 
coupon & send today! 


NO-RISK {REAL IEATIER 2) A 9B% a 


HOME 2 pairs *49 
HABAND Success Division Feel this soft fit of true ROYAL LEATHER 
SPECIAL SERVICE DEPARTMENT 


265 N. 9th Street, Paterson, NJ07530 |All sizes available in D and EEE* Widths 


7-7 %2-8-8 ¥2-9-9 %-10-10 %-11-12-13 
YES! Send pairs of boots. |*PLEASE ADD $1 PER PAIR FOR EEE WIDTHS. 


GUARANTEE: /f for any reason | do 
not choose to wear the shoes, | may 


return them within 30 days for a FULL 
REFUND of every penny | paid you. 


AcCT.# 


EXP. DATE: 
Ship To 


Street 
265 N. Sth St. 


Paterson, New Jersey 07530 oad 


